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From Mayor
y
Rick Sollars
It’s a marathon, not a sprint
Cement and trees aren’t exciting topics, but
they are No. 1 on the priority list this summer in
the City of Taylor.
It is no secret that our thoroughfares are in
poor shape, whether they are federal highways,
state or county roads or City streets. Lansing’s
latest attempt to solve that problem, a
controversial proposal voted on in early May,
was soundly defeated, both by Taylor voters
and Michigan-wide. While the proposal would
have enhanced our ability to improve streets
in the City of Taylor, it was not a very good
proposal. Since May, other ideas have surfaced
out of the capital, but we will have to wait and
see what is decided upon.
While most municipal road reconstruction
and rehabilitation funding comes from the
state, we can and are now devoting all of
our possible resources to improving streets
throughout the community. While Taylor does
not currently have the funds for major street
replacements, our administration – with the
support of City Council – is focusing on specific
“concrete-cut” upgrades. Work has already
been underway on Racho Road, a main
feeder to Southland Center, and will continue
elsewhere throughout the City. This will take
time, but we are dedicated to using what funds
we do have in a reasonable manner to help
improve our City streets.
Simultaneously, other roadways
improvements have either started or are on the
way. The Allen Road project, between Goddard
and Northline, was a joint venture between
Southgate, Taylor and Wayne County. These
joint ventures, created through the county, can
only rehab roads or portions of roads mutually
agreed upon. I would love to see a much bigger
portion of Allen Road renovated. Maybe we
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can do that in the
future.
Eureka
Road, between
Allen Road and
Racho, will also
be renovated
by Wayne
County. Thanks
to successful
discussions between the City and county, that
project was moved to the forefront and will be
an important ingredient as the new Menards’
development comes to life.
Using Tax Increment Finance Authority
funds, we will also be renovating Pardee Road
from Eureka to Northline roads, and sidewalks
will be added. We could do that because that
portion of Pardee was in the TIFA district. The
City plans to further the renovation of Pardee
once the City has more funds available.
So where do trees come into this discussion?
The City of Taylor has held the designation
of Tree City USA for 23 years. As part of
that designation, projects that build in the
community are required to pay into a fund
to replace trees. However, that program has
somewhat lapsed over time. But just weeks
ago, we rekindled it and plan to be aggressive,
using the tree funds to plant in designated
areas of the community. Those areas have to
be “public areas,” so we are targeting our Little
League sites, Heritage Park, etc. We planted
over 20 trees in Northwest Park recently.
As our finances improve and businesses
continue to locate in our community, we will
take steps forward to improve our City. Just
recognize that improving a 24-square-mile
community is like a marathon, not sprint.
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Community

PRIDE

Follow the City of Taylor on our Facebook page,
facebook.com/taylorcity.

Second Heritage Park Cleanup Day attracts 225 as
volunteer efforts continue throughout the community

P

lenty of Taylor residents care
about their community – and
they aren’t afraid to walk the
walk after talking the talk.
The second annual Heritage Park
Cleanup Day was held May 2, and was
another huge success. After a first-year
turnout of 267 volunteers, another 225
came out this year, showing the event has
a tremendous amount of long-range
interest and staying power. And the
second Heritage Park Cleanup Day
continued the community-wide
momentum established last year and has
resulted in a number of 2015 cleanups,
which will continue throughout the warm
weather months.
Jim Taylor,
resident and
creator of the
Heritage Park
event, noted that
30 sponsors
donated 127 gift
certificates worth
$3,483. Ten other

sponsors donated $2,840, bringing total
sponsorships for the event to a total of
$6,323. As a result, about half of the
volunteers walked away with some type of
gift. The gifts ranged from restaurant and
hair salon gift certificates to bowling
parties for 10 and a great golf giveaway
from the Taylor Golf, Parks and
Recreation Department.
“Jim and his wife Karen are tremendous
residents who care about their
community,” Mayor Rick Sollars said.
“And this event shows that we have a ton
of residents who also care and are willing
to donate their time to improve our
largest park.”
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Pride continued on page 6

4

TAYLOR TODAY

www.cityoftaylor.com

Pride continued from page 4

Mayor Sollars attended the
event, as did City Council
Chairperson Linda ParkerCraig, Councilman Alex Garza, District
Court Judges Joe Slaven and Geno
Salomone and Golf, Parks and Recreation
Director Jeff Dobek. Doug Reimel of
Angler’s Marine donated a watercraft for
use in Coan Lake, and firefighters John
Hager and Bob Lavender helped man the
boat and collected debris inside the
waterway. Hager and Lavender were also
instrumental in an all-fire department
cleanup of the inside of Coan Lake last
year.

Since that 2014 cleanup did such a
good job, Jim Taylor focused the
volunteers on other parts of the park.
While groups did swing east inside the
main sector of the park and into the tree
line, others swept down Pardee Road,
from the main entrance past the library,
lake and Petting Farm before swinging
toward the Taylor Botanical Gardens and
Taylor Conservatory & Botanical Gardens,
along with the North Line Road entrance
6
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to the park. Meanwhile, a huge group
worked around Coan Lake, collecting
debris, throwing mulch, raking out flower
beds and sprucing up around the historic
buildings that line the pond.
In a side note, Bill Mullins and
Northern Ground donated labor and
installed pavers at the old historic
schoolhouse, which was a wonderful “fit”
for the event.
A few weeks later, Jim Taylor and a
much smaller group of five people
spearheaded a four-hour cleanup of the
Frank and Poet Drain behind Dick’s
Sporting Goods in the Taylor Retail
Center on Eureka Road. The area is a
catch-all for debris and an illegal dump
site for some, and is very overgrown and
difficult to navigate. Nevertheless, the
crew managed to fill 14 large bags of
trash, two yards of brush and a barrow full
of asphalt from the creek, restoring the
flow of water through it.
Meanwhile, other cleanup efforts
abound. The Taylor Cares Crew, anchored
by City Councilman Charley Johnson and
District Court Judge Joseph Slaven,
cleaned up a large tract of Eureka Road
between I-75 and Allen Road. That area
was debris-laden as winter turned to
spring, and the crew attracted a large
number of volunteers.
Taylor Cares then turned its focus
toward Papp Park in April. A smaller crew
focused on the park area west of the
baseball diamonds, raking leaves,
collecting debris and throwing mulch in
the playground areas. Look for more
Taylor Cares cleanups as the summer
progresses. For more information, email
taylorcarescleanupcrew@gmail.com.

Meanwhile, on May 16, Karen DePriest
and her small band of volunteers once
again spearheaded a cleanup/spruce up of
the Telegraph-Goddard intersection
despite some questionable weather. This
is the second year in a row that DePriest
has made the commitment. The effort
focused on the areas between the flag
poles which are located just to the north
and south of the interaction, and on the
median. The Telegraph-Goddard
intersection was originally selected
because it is a welcoming area in the
community just blocks from City Hall and
it also displays flags.
One of those to join DePriest’s unit was
Wayne County Commissioner Ray
Basham. The former City Councilman
heard about the effort, volunteered, and
even went back to his home nearby to
grab his riding mower.
Beacon Baptist Church volunteers spent
an early-spring morning and early
afternoon helping spruce up Northwest
Park, which is on the City’s north end just
off Van Born Road. Volunteers spent the
day throwing mulch into the parking lot
and pool facility beds and did a complete
cleanup around the Northwest Pool and
the inline skating area, before turning
their efforts to Duncan Street, where they
took the time to clean the curbside.
Do you have an idea for a future
cleanup? They are always welcome.
Contact Karl Ziomek, director of
communications and marketing for the
City of Taylor, at (734) 374-1447 or email
him at kziomek@ci.taylor.mi.us. The City
will help you get out information on your
efforts and coordinate with the proper
departments for support.
EXPLORE TAYLOR .com
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a week, assuring continuous improvement.

Medical and Therapeutic Services
24-hour skilled nursing care
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Complex wound and clinical care
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A

NEW
Place to Call
HOME

Seniors crowd informational meeting on new Heritage Park
Senior Village development, scheduled to open this fall

S

ome Taylor seniors will have an
opportunity to become a part of
history.
That was just one of the things
mentioned during a public informational
forum concerning the new Heritage Park
Senior Village on June 3 at the William
Ford Senior Activities Center. The
meeting drew a packed house of
approximately 200 people. The
76-apartment building, being constructed
on Superior Drive behind Target, will be
run by the Volunteers of AmericaMichigan program and marks the final
federal grant issued for such a complex in
the nation.
The facility focuses on incomequalifying seniors 62 years and older – in
fact, applicants must be 62 at the time
they apply. Those age-qualifying seniors
will have to be considered low income,
according to Wayne County Income
Limits. The current annual income limit
cannot exceed $22,900 for a single
person, $26,150 for two. Those
Department of Housing and Urban
Development numbers may fluctuate by
the time the facility opens, which is
tentatively scheduled for October 2015.
No more than two people can occupy a
single apartment, and a security deposit is
required.
There are 76 one-bedroom apartments
available. Each is about 540 square feet.
Most have walk-in showers and some will
be 100-percent handicapped accessible.
Heat, water and trash removal are
included in the lease payment. Residents
are responsible for their own electric,

8

TAYLOR TODAY

although residents will receive a monthly
deduction off of their rent (a “utility
allowance”) to cover the average cost of
electricity.
Mayor Rick Sollars has welcomed the
facility with open arms, noting that the
aging population in the community needs
new, safe housing.
Many seniors in
Taylor fit the
applicant
demographic, and
it has been obvious
by the reaction of
residents in the
community that
there is a keen
interest in facilities
like this one. In
fact, Mayor Sollars
joked with the
audience that not
only does this fill a need, but “what better
than to live near a Target?” That comment
drew a round of laughs.
“When (Heritage Park Senior Village)
was first announced, it was a good news
story that was turned into bad news by
some people who felt it was nothing more
than low-income housing,” the mayor
said. “My only wish is that the new facility
being built was bigger. There is definitely
a need in Taylor for this type of housing.
Seniors on small fixed incomes need a
nice place to live.”
The mayor also mentioned that
Heritage Park Senior Village will be
piggybacking off of other major
developments in that specific area. Major

roadwork is planned along Eureka Road
and Pardee. New sidewalks are being
installed. Southland Center is investing
over $50 million into the mall. Menards is
developing the 80-plus-acre former
Gibraltar Trade Center site. And plenty of
other businesses have either located in
the general vicinity
or are on the way.
Some of the
planned amenities
are a smoke-free
location, onsite
laundry, fitness
and community
rooms, central air
and individual
climate controls,
full equipped
kitchens and
energy efficient
appliances,
controlled entry and emergency pull
cords, 24-hour maintenance, activities,
close-by shopping, park-like setting,
library and computer center and walking
and recreation space. There will also be
allotted and visitor parking and a gazebo
area near the entrance.
Many people who attended the meeting
were already picking up and filling out
applications. If you visit the VOA website
(www.voami.org/housing) you can find
updates on application availability and
you can print them directly off the site.
You can also call (248) 864-7621 for more
information and to be put on the facility’s
contact list.

EXPLORE TAYLOR .com

Congratulations Class of 2015!
The Board of Trustees, Administration, Faculty and Staff of the
Wayne County Community College District, congratulate the graduating class of 2015!

Class Motto - “What Lies Behind Us, Pales To What Lies Within Us”
We congratulate our Honor Graduates who have
attained a grade-point average of 3.25 and above.
We also congratulate this year’s Special Recognition Students:
Victoria T. Bankowski, 2015 Class Representative
Tanaeja C. Davis
Michael G. Howling
James R.C. Lemerand
Kristian L. Rice
Mohammed Gias Uddin

There were 2,700 students who completed their educational
requirements, of which over 800 graduated with Honors,
maintaining a grade-point average of 3.25 and above.
The 2015 Commencement Ceremonies took
place on June 6, 2015 at Ford Field, Detroit
Keynote Speaker
Honorable Brenda L. Lawrence
Congresswoman, Michigan 14th Congressional District

TAYLOR’S RELAY FOR LIFE:

Once you attend, you’re hooked

T

aylor’s 13th annual Relay
for Life was held on a
rainy May weekend, but
the weather didn’t deter the
thousands of people who made
their way to Heritage Park to
support the fight against
cancer. If it were any other
event, you’d probably be
surprised at the turnout. But
this isn’t just any other event.
It’s a never-ending journey for
most supporters, anchored by
a personal battle that has left
scars that are soul deep.
For Sue Shufeldt, organizer

of the event, the journey
started before any Relay for
Life. Like many others,
Shufeldt lost a loved one, her
sister Sharon Shank. She had
attended a Uniting Against
Breast Cancer ACS event with
her sister a couple of years
before she passed away, so she
was familiar with some of
the programs and services.
Her younger sister, Trish
Ehrenberg (now an eight-year
breast cancer survivor) was
working at Hoover Middle
School. The school was

participating in the Allen Park
relay, so Shufeldt went along
– and was hooked. Over the
last 13 years, she has lost more
family members and friends,
and others are battling cancer.
As she said, it all makes you
want to keep fighting.
After attending the 2002
Allen Park Relay For Life with
that Hoover team, Taylor
started its own relay the
following year. Shufeldt
captained her family team.
The following year, she was
asked to chair the event. Since

then, she’s visited other relays,
found what works and what
doesn’t, and slowly but surely
helped create an unbelievable
event in the City.
“What sets Taylor apart
from other events is that we’ve
created a fun, energetic
atmosphere, almost like a
carnival or block party and
every year it just gets better,”
she said. “We’ve grown from
11 teams that first year to
consistently having 60-65
teams.”
And the good always

Love and prayers became this survivor’s strength
Thousands attended the 13th annual Taylor Relay
for Life around Coan Lake in Heritage Park. The
weather was less-than-adequate, but the event
still gathered a huge following, as it has every year
in Taylor. The featured “survivor speaker” was Sarah
Poloni, a teacher at Stout Middle School in Dearborn.
Here is an edited version of her speech:
If I could some up my journey and this event with
one word, that word would be love.
This wonderful event brings us together, to walk
united in love. We band together to fight against this
offensive disease called cancer in the name of love.
We do it in the name of love for someone we have
lost too soon, for someone who is an inspiration of
faith, hope and courage as they battle against cancer,
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or for someone who is a survivor who has fought a
long battle and won.
Love brings us together. Love is the reason we will
continue to fight, walk, fund raise, hope, pray and
keep fighting until there is a cure for cancer. We are
all here because we know we cannot stop fighting or
fundraising until there is a 100 percent survivor rate.
This is why love drives us.
My journey began on a normal school day. As I
looked down and saw my doctor’s phone number
on the caller ID I thought nothing of it. I expected
the same call I get every year after an annual visit –
everything’s fine, see you in a year.
However, the nurse asked me to come in for
additional testing in 30 days. No big deal, I thought.
Abnormal paps are common and usually no big deal

– it takes years for cervical cancer to present they
told me. So I had no worries.
About a week after my 30-day re-check, as I
walked my students out to the bus, I answered the
phone, expecting to hear the all clear from the nurse.
However, as I heard my doctor’s voice on the other
end of the phone, I knew something was wrong. Over
the phone he told me that I had a very rare type of
Stage 3 cervical cancer and that a hysterectomy was
probably the course of action, and it was going to be
taken very soon.
The day that I found out I had cancer will never
be erased from my memory. I was only 25, scared,
shocked and devastated that my dream of being a
mother was shattered. Falling into the arms of my
mother and father was the only time I felt OK. Their

outweighs the bad. Shufeldt
loves the cooperation the
event receives from the City,
the residents who step up and
get involved and the beautiful
venue. Those factors outweigh
the weather, which seems
often to be on the poor side.
“Relay always equals cold
and/or rainy weather, but we
always power through it,” she
said. The weather isn’t as
important as the people.
“We’re very lucky with our
team retention rate,” she said.
“The Best of Taylor and my
team, The Monarchs, have
been involved since day
one. The Madhatters, Friends
United For Life, Team
Melanie, All For One, Holland
Elementary, West Middle
School, Hoover Middle
School, Kennedy High School,
Let’s Whip Cancer, HUGS,
Taylor Rotary, Soldiers of
Hope, Been There Done That,
Caz’s Crew and of course, our
DJs Kathy and Dot – these are
some of the teams who have
been loyal Relay for Life
participants for many years.”
The team element has a
special place in Shufeldt’s

heart. “For me, the best part of
relay has been being
responsible for team
development,” she said. “I’m
very proud of recruiting,
mentoring and retaining so
many of the teams that
participate in the event
because we’ve been able to
raise a substantial amount of
money to support the
programs and services that the
American Cancer Society
offers.”
But the teams are driven by
individuals, and many deserve
recognition. Shufeldt points to
a great core group of volunteer
committee members who have
taken the lead every year
to pull things together –
people like Stephanie
Szabados, Teri Selix, Jackie
Connelly, Emily Hill, Natalie
Thomas, Nikki Brock and the
ACS Staff Partner Keri
Hirschman. She also thanks
Mayor Rick Sollars, Golf,
Parks and Recreation
Executive Director Jeff Dobek
and a man who “always goes
over and above and is a
pleasure to work with” -Guido Ulin, the City’s

love made me realize that I
could choose love over fear.
They helped me choose
to love life and to love
myself and it’s their love
that helped me. This is why
caregivers are such a vital
and important part of a cancer
patient’s life.
Love became my fuel for life, which can be true to
anyone’s life, cancer or no cancer.
In the weeks that followed, I had many tough
decisions to make: Radiation, a risky surgery or a
hysterectomy. But love guided me through each
battle. My family loved me, and my friends and my
co-workers loved me. This love is what gave me

maintenance
foreman.
Shufeldt also
states that
during the last
two years,
Taylor
Recycling has been a huge
help.
Between its inception in
2003 and 2011, The Relay For
Life of Taylor raised over $1M
dollars. Since 2012, it has
added over $600,000.
“We’re very proud of what
we’ve accomplished and
the part that our community
has played in not only keeping
the programs and services in
our local area funded, but in
adding to the research dollars
that have resulted in better
and earlier detection and
treatments,” Shufeldt
said “Early detection is the
key.
“But it’s not just about the
money, it’s about the mission
of the American Cancer
Society, and the part that
we’ve also played in making
people aware of that mission,”
she continued. “In 2011 we
asked the community to

strength. The love of my God gave me so
much peace and faith that I had never
experienced before.
When all you can do is lay in bed, in
pain, alone and angry, prayer becomes
everything. Those prayers became my
strength.
I decided to have the risky surgery – which
has absolutely paid off. Not only do I stand before
you today in remission, but I stand before you as
a woman still capable to bear a child. It is through
the American Cancer Society and ground-breaking
research and technology that I am able to say that.
Today marks two years after my journey began. I
stand before you a changed and better woman, with
a new love for life and fresh pair of eyes to love the

attend the event and sign up
to participate in the Cancer
Prevention Study 3 program.
Earlier Cancer Prevention
Studies found the link
between smoking and lung
cancer, and the link between
cancer and obesity, physical
activity, diet, use of aspirin
and or hormone use. The
response was overwhelming,
and we signed up over 160
people to participate in the
ongoing study.”
And there’s just one more
thing – if you’re not involved,
get involved, according to
Shufeldt. “There’s always
room for more teams and
more committee members.
New people mean fresh ideas
and energy. If you’ve never
been to the Relay For Life of
Taylor you don’t know what
you’re missing. Once you do
attend, you will be hooked –
just like I was.”

world with. Last year at the 2014 Relay for Life event
I was able to walk the track carrying the survivor
banner, side-by-side with my father, who is also a
survivor. What a joy and honor it was.
This event gives hope for so many people out
there facing the biggest battle of their life. This event
provides services for cancer patients around the
country and even right here in Taylor. On behalf of
cancer patients and survivors, thank you. Thank you
for loving us.
As we fund raise and walk together and you
remember those who are in our hearts, or you
celebrate a survivor, remember that love is what
unites us and makes us strong enough to fight and
beat cancer.
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40

Years of Positivity

After four decades, The Information Center remains the ‘go-to’
organization to help empower people to make informed choices

T

he Information Center, Inc. is
currently celebrating its 40th year of
service as one of the most important
community resource centers in the
Downriver region. If it was a sports team,
it would be a scoreboard crasher. That’s
because the numbers that swirl around
the organization have a tendency to be
rather mind boggling. Take these,
accumulated in 2014:
10,251 public help calls
398 care at home clients
Approximately 5,000 holiday
assistance calls
3,680 substance abuse treatment
117,432 community action agency
calls
9,026 employment calls
All 2014 combined calls including those
above totaled 143,512.
Located at 20500 Eureka Road Suite
110 in Taylor, The Information Center is
The Little Engine That Can, connecting
people in need with community resources
and care management services.
Community resources include
information and assistance, benefits

eligibility and screening,
employment services, parent
and youth support and early
children programs. Care
management includes case
management, nursing facility
transition, independent living,
in-home assistance and
caregiver support. The mission
of the organization is as simple
as it is difficult: To empower
people to make informed
choices.
The center is a private, nonprofit organization that
provides information and
referral and senior services to
residents of southeast Michigan. Through
a variety of programs, it has been
dedicated to the goal of connecting people
with resources since 1975. Its largest
funding source is the Michigan
Department of Public Health ($7.8M),
but it also draws funds from the Southeast
Michigan Community Alliance, Wayne
Metropolitan Community Action Agency,
Michigan Office for the Aging, Institute

for Population Health, City of Taylor,
Metro Health Foundation and various
others.
The Information Center will celebrate
40 years of community service on October
8 at Crystal Gardens Banquet Center in
Southgate. It will be an opportunity to
raise funds that allow it to continue free
community programs and services
throughout 2015 and beyond. The
40 years continued on page 14
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Lee
Family

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
At Lee Family Dental, we value our patient
relationships, making it our priority to deliver
gentle compassionate care that you deserve.
We work hard to make you feel at ease by
providing exceptional patient care
in a relaxed, convenient
atmosphere.

www.famileedental.com
10700 Pelham Rd. • Taylor, MI 48180

313-388-1100
NEW, MODERN
State of the Art Dental Office
Participant with the following
insurance networks
ADN • AETNA PPO • DELTA DENTAL
CIGNA • CONNECTION DENTAL
GEHA • GUARDIAN • METLIFE
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10427 Telegraph Rd. • Taylor • 313-291-5800
10 MINUTE OIL CHANGE & CAR WASH

FREE Tire Rotation
FREE Car Wash

Only

19

$

With Oil Change

99
Plus Tax

With this ad. No Disposal FEE. Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts. 5w20, 5w30 & 10w30

Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 8am - 6pm • Sun 10am - 5pm

$

5 OFF
FULL SERVICE

Semi Synthetic
OilMotorcraft
Change
520
and Pennzoil High Mileage.

Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts. See Store For Details.
Must Present
Coupon.
Limited Time Offer.

$

10
OFF
FREE
Full Synthetic
Oil Change

Pennzoil Ultra, Pennzoil Platinum,
Amsoil and Mobil 1
Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts.
See Store For Details.
Coupon.
Must Present
Limited Time Offer.

ALL DAY
WEDNESDAY
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY CAR WASH.

40 Years continued from page 12

celebration includes a VIP reception,
three-course dinner with hors d’oeuvres,
auctions and the Chenille Sisters.
Individual tickets are available now for
$100 or $125 after October 1. Purchases
can be made on-line or by calling 734282-7171. Corporate sponsorships are also
welcome. For more information, please
call.
Over the past year, among its many
works, The Information Center has been
involved with three key efforts with the
City of Taylor.
Taylor was one of just three Michigan
governmental entities to receive a
$25,000 grant last year aimed at providing
free professional financial counselors to
residents of the community. The
Community Economic Development
Association of Michigan (CEDAM)
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provided monetary and
technical assistance in setting
up the Financial
Empowerment Centers.
Taylor’s CEDAM effort was
through a partnership with
The Information Center. The
new Financial Empowerment
Centers in Michigan were
inspired by a national replica
of the Financial Empowerment
Center model, led by the
Cities for Financial
Empowerment Fund. Lansing
launched the center in 2013,
as a result of investment from
Bloomberg Philanthropies in
the CFE Fund to support
replication of the model in five
cities nationally.
Also last year, The Information Center
recognized the Taylor Food Connections
Program with its “Community Volunteer
of the Year” honor. The program provided
an estimated 5,500 families with nearly
$30,000 in food items, and has remained
a critically consistent provider in an area
of concern.
“Our volunteers are an integral part of
our organization,” said President & CEO
of The Information Center, Edward
D’Angelo. “The Information Center could
not provide the same level of community
support without them. We recognize the
Taylor Connections Food Program
volunteers for their dedication and
continued work through this much
needed program.”
Likewise, the center also worked
together with 18 different agencies and
organizations committed to helping
Wayne County residents who do not have
health insurance. The effort included a
large meeting at Wayne County
Community College District-Downriver
Campus that helped connect the needy
with health information and providers.
That Out-Wayne County Healthy
Michigan Initiative by The Information
Center was supported by a grant the
Metro Health Foundation. The initiative
and committee work continues as Healthy
Michigan plan enrollment surpasses goals.
“It’s an honor for The Information

Center to be entrusted with this
responsibility to bring together
organizations serving Out-Wayne County
residents to partner and help those
without health insurance obtain health
insurance coverage,” D’Angelo said. “It is
important to families with people who do
not currently have health insurance. It is
important to health care providers who
need to be reimbursed for the services
provided to these people in order to
continue to provide services, and it is
important to the State of Michigan to
access the Federal funds available. ”
In 2014 The Information Center was
recipient of Wayne Metropolitan
Community Action Agency’s “Partners in
Progress Award.” It was the first
organization in the State of Michigan to
receive accreditation from the Alliance of
Information and Referral Systems (AIRS),
an accreditation and distinction it
maintains to this date. The Information
Center recently received the second
highest quality ratings in the State of
Michigan for its MI-Choice program.
The Information Center is located at
20500 Eureka Road Suite 110. It can be
reached by phone at (734) 282-7171, by
fax at (734) 282 -7105 and by email at
info@TheInfoCenter.info. Its hours of
operation are Mondays through Fridays, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The Information Center’s
website is www.theinfocenter.info.

IMAGINE LIFE WITHOUT VARICOSE VEINS

CALL TODAY TOLL-FREE FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

1-844-VEIN SOLUTIONS

(834-6765)

Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm

Are You Suffering From:
Varicose Veins
Pain / Swelling
Tiredness
Heaviness
Skin Color Changes
Skin Breakdown
Ulceration

TAYLOR VEIN SOLUTIONS

12701 Telegraph Rd., Suite 102, Taylor, MI 48180

www.TaylorVeinSolutions.com

BOARD CERTIFIED SURGEON
SPECIALIZING IN VARICOSE VEINS &
VENOUS ULCER MANAGEMENT

Dog Vaccine Combo
DHLPP, CV, BDT $43
Feline Combo RCP, FELV
$32
Rabies 1 yr. $14
Rabies 3 yr. $16
Heartworm Test $19

LOW COST
VACCINE/WELLNESS
CLINIC
WITH DR. JOHN HERMANN
(313) 686-5701 7 days a week
www.mobilevetclinic.biz
for more locations & times

Fluff N Puff

Kim’s Suds n Shears

Monday
1pm to 4 pm

Tuesday & Saturday
4 pm to 8 pm

Friday
4pm to 8pm

Thursday
9am to 1pm

36628 Goddard Rd.
Romulus, MI 48174

300 S. Venoy
Westland, MI 48186

Never Forgotten
Love affair never dies between Holly McGeogh and the city she called home

T

he 2015 Armed Forces Remembrance
Day was supposed to celebrate Desert
Storm/Desert Shield-era veterans,
and the 150th anniversaries
anniversa
off the end off
the Civil War and President
Presid
Abraham Lincoln’s death.
deat
Instead, it turned into a love
v
affair between the memory
mem y
of a young soldier and the
th
City that she called home.
hom .
The event, hosted by
the Veterans Museum
Committee and the City
of Taylor May 9, was held
hel in
the City Council
Chambers and the City
Hall atrium because the
weather was threatening.
threatening
The rain never came, but
bu a
few tears fell as those in
attendance remembered the
late Holly McGeogh, who
wh was
killed in Iraq in 2004. McGeogh, 19,
died on January 31, 2004, when her
vehicle was hit by an improvised explosive
devise near Kirkuk, Iraq. She was part of
Company A, Fourth Forward Support
Battalion, Fourth Infantry Division out of
Fort Hood, Texas.
A memorial to McGeogh, placed in the
front of City Hall along Goddard Road,
was moved before the event. It had been
too easily vandalized by passers-by. It was
placed deeper into the complex, near
other monuments in the Cameron Priebe
Plaza. The campaign captured the hearts
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of many residents and business leaders,
and the money to make the move was
quickly reached -- thanks in part to one
anonymous donor of a significant sum of
money. Fiore
F e Enterprises and the
Sakalian
Family played a key
S
role in
n the construction
move.
Tons of dignitaries
were
re in attendance, but
none
one made a more
lasting
sting impression than
McGeogh’s mother,
Paula
aula Love, and one of
the
he former members of
her
er squad, Chris
Eagling.
E gling. Love feared that
Taylor
ylor would forget
Holly.
y. But that isn’t going
to happen.
ppen.
“I’m
I happy she got to fulfill
one of her goals, and that was to
be a soldier,”
soldier, Love told the crowd. “In
every picture I’ve ever seen, she’s
laughing, she’s smiling. That was Holly.”
Eagling, one of McGeogh’s
commanders in Iraq, lives in Negaunee in
the Upper Peninsula, and traveled with
his young son to Taylor for the ceremony.
“I am still, to this day, so very sorry that
we couldn’t bring her home,” he told
McGeogh’s mother.
“We’re very proud that she’s from
Taylor,” Mayor Rick Sollars said. “We will
continue to honor Holly’s memory from
this day forward.”

The event was packed, including high
school bands and JROTC units. Michelle
Pfeifer performed the national anthem. In
attendance from the City were Mayor
Sollars and City Council members Tim
Woolley, Linda Parker-Craig and Dan
Bzura, and Clerk Cindy Bower. Rep. Erika
Geiss and Sen. Hoon-Yung Hopgood
represented the State of Michigan and
U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingell and Sen. Debbie
Stabenow also attended. Wayne Buck and
Stephanie Krueger served as masters of
ceremony.
Woolley, a military veteran of the first
Iraq War, donned his Army hat and gave a
stirring speech on the events of a quartercentury ago. Woolley, who also serves on
the Veterans Museum Committee, was
one of those integral to moving the
memorial. The campaign generated
enough to not only move the monument,
but also to spruce up the entire veterans’
memorial in the future.
The ceremony included the
presentation of commemorative medals to
area veterans who served in Desert Storm
and Desert Shield.
The Taylor Veterans Museum is one of
the City’s hidden gems. It is located right
off of the main lobby of City Hall, 23555
Goddard Road. Admission is free. The
museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
(except for federal and city holidays). To
volunteer or to get more information,
contact Jack Myers at (313) 720-9913.
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DEARBORN HEIGHTS • LIVONIA • NORTHVILLE • NOVI • PLYMOUTH • TAYLOR • WEST BLOOMFIELD • WYANDOTTE

Join the
Growing Market

The TODAY MAGAZINES are expanding to new
communities. There are now eight different
locations that enjoy this unique coverage which
delivers important community and business
information to their residents.
And now you have the chance to garner
exposure for your business in all or a select few
of these growing markets.
Give us a call at 866-822-0101 and ask us about
our cross-publication advertising rates.

FREE BRAKE INSPECTION
(MOST VEHICLES)

ANY FULL SERVICE AUTO
REPAIR
OVER $15000

ervice
Shuttle ilSable
Ava

Service Includes:
• Install New Pads or Shoes
Check Brake Calipers

Check Brake Lines

Check Brake Master Cylinder

Check Brake Hoses

Check Brake Wheel Cylinders

Check Brake Seals

Check Brake Hardware

Check Brake Rotors
and Drums

*Additional parts and labor may be needed at extra cost.
Coupon Never Expires – Use it Anytime

MUST PRESENT OR MENTION COUPON AT
TIME OF SALE • LIMITED TIME OFFER •
(EXCLUDES BRAKE WORK)

1995

$

MOST VEHICLES

Includes:
• Up to 5 Qts. of House Brand Oil
other brands available for extra cost

• One Oil Filter
WITH COUPON • LIMITED TIME OFFER

ck
i-Lo
Ant ake
Br lists
cia
Spe

TAYLOR
Wick

Goddard

Pelham
Alle
n

Front or Rear
Most Vehicles

2500 OFF

$

Allen

00

Mortenview

89

$

OIL CHANGE
MOST
TIRE ROTATION (VEHICLES
)

Katherine

(COVERS PARTS AND LABOR
ON PADS OR SHOES)

“WE ARE BRAKE SPECIALISTS”. . .
WHO DO
AUTO MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

Pardee

LIFETIME WARRANTY BRAKES

21896 Goddard Rd.

(313) 291-1600

www.thebrakeshopmi.com

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Behind the scenes, Community Development
serves as an important economic engine

T

he Community Development
Department of the City of Taylor
has been a well-known conduit
between the community and the federal
funding for which much of the City
qualifies. Many don’t realize that over half
of the community is Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
eligible, based on the fact that 51 percent
of Taylor currently earns less than half of
the Wayne County median income.
That economic bar slides up and down
every year, according to Community

Development Department Manager Jeff
Baum. “The economic downturn around
2008 had a great (negative) effect on this
community,” he said recently. That’s the
bad news; the good news is that fact
enables Baum to apply and use federal
funding for specifically qualified projects
across the community.
While a lot of that is much-needed
residential home rehabilitation, key
buildings and locations that fall into a
“CDBG-qualifying” area of Taylor also
often can receive funding for

improvements. Last year (as well as this
year), CDBG used $20,000 on Northwest
Pool and enabled the City to reopen its
only outdoor pool facility for the first time
in several years. This year, Taylor used
funds to improve the pool deck and pool
bottom before opening it on June 12.
Another focus of CDBG funds have
been the renovations done at the Taylor
Recreation Center, which reopened in
October 2014. Federal funding has
Community continued on page 20

Located in Northwest Park off of Van Born Road, it is open for the 2015
season. The pool is the only outdoor pool in the City of Taylor. It was
reopened last year after being closed for three seasons.
POOL SCHEDULE:
Noon - 6 p.m. Mondays
Closed Tuesdays
Noon - 6 p.m. Wednesdays
Closed Thursdays
Noon-6 p.m. Fridays
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturdays
Noon - 6 p.m. Sundays
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2015 RATES:
Family Passes (in same household):
Residents $50; Non-residents $70
One Day Pass:
$4 for adults; $3 for children;
$2 for seniors (non-residents are $1 more)
Individual Summer Pass:
$20 resident ($30 non-resident)

Pool passes can be purchased at the Taylor
Recreation Center or they can be purchased at the
pool. If you purchase passes at the TRC, you can use
a credit or debit card. If passes are purchased at the
pool, only cash or checks will be accepted.
For more information, call (734) 374-8900.

We Have Moved!
13500 Telegraph Road.
Taylor, Michigan 48180
313.291.0300
Eureka Rd.

S

Telegraph Rd.

Taylor
Sportsplex

Taylor
13500 TelegraphRd.
Taylor, MI
48180

Northline Rd.

Open Every Saturday
or 24/7 at
shoptaylorford.com

Community continued from page 18

enabled the City to replace the flooring in
the building ($52,000 including not only
new hallways and workout rooms, but
new heavy-duty
carpet squares for
fledgling Taylor
Business Center
located in the front
of the building.
That area currently
houses two unique
organizations, the
Taylor Reading
Corps and College-Bound Jocks.)
Another $15,000 was used on interior
and exterior painting, and new padding
for the gymnasium walls. Eventually,
Baum said that he sees more improved
signage outside the facility, including even
some parking lot repairs, all of which
should fit Mayor Rick Sollars’ vision of
improved marketing and branding.
Other projects that either should or
could be in the department’s future
include the ongoing housing rehab
programs; a teardown of the old Fletcher
School building (on Pardee between
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Superior and Northline); assisting in
cosmetic parks changes along with the
recreation center, Senior Alliance and
Taylor Teen Health Center;
assisting in the sale of
vacant land; continued
assistance in the
Enchanted Makeover
headquarters’ project; and
continued assistance on
the developments at
Pinewood Estates. Baum
also noted that the
department helped with new elevator
shaft installations at Maplewood Senior
Apartments and with a new playscape at
William Haig Park.
“We’re always assisting moderate
income families in the City of Taylor,” he
said.

TAYLOR
RECREATION
CENTER
CURRENT HOURS:
Mondays - Fridays: 6-noon and 4:30-9 p.m.
Saturdays: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sundays: Closed
RATES:
Resident/Single: $13 per month, $130
annual*
Resident/Family (up to 4): $20 per month,
$200 annual*. $50 per each additional family
member.
Resident/Senior (55 and over): $10 per
month, $100 annual*
Non-resident/Single: $20 per month, $200
per year*
Non-resident/Family (up to 4): $25 per
month, $280 per year*
Non-resident/Senior (55 and over): $15 per
month, $160 per year*

* If paid in full

MEMBER DISCOUNTS:
Buy-one, get-one free at Heritage Park
Petting Farm; Free skate rental at Sportsplex;
reduced admission at Northwest Pool, the city’s
only outdoor pool; 10 percent off of all meals at
the Lakes of Taylor and Taylor Meadows
Childcare while you work out?
It’s now available at the Taylor Recreation
Center. We’ve got a great new childcare center
with friendly staff, who will keep your child
occupied with fun and educational activities
while you do your workout. It is available for
children 2 years and older, whose parent(s) are
working out in the facility. The new TRC childcare
area features age-appropriate toys and play
structures. Our staff will to interact with your
children and lead them in things like circle time,
arts and crafts, story time and other activities,
including sports.
Member rates are $100 per year or $10 per
month for up to two children from the same
household; $20 extra per year or $2 extra per
month for additional children. For parents or
guardians who are renting courts or attending
ﬁtness classes, but are not members of the
TRC, the fee is $5 per hour (with a one-hour
minimum). All fees must be paid prior to the
child entering the childcare area.
For more information, call (734) 374-8900.
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2 SUB SPECIAL
2 - Deli Subs

6

FRIDAY SPECIAL
2 Fish & Chip Dinners

$ 00

Includes: Fries, Coleslaw
& Dinner Roll

1099

Each

$

Minimum 2 Subs.
No Limit.
Steak or Chicken $1.00 Extra
Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

3 LARGE PIZZAS
Cheese & 2 Items

1 LARGE PIZZA
Cheese & 2 Items

FREE 2 Liters of Pepsi

Plus FREE Amiga Bread

749

$

1599

$

EACH

eese Additional Charge
Extra Cheese
Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

9054 Telegraph Rd. • North Taylor - South Taylor

Call (313) 291-2141
1
RIB KABOBS
$ 29

5

$ 99

f
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n
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L or
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Includes: Fries, Coleslaw, Cornbread &
Choice of Side Item: Macaroni Salad,
Baked Beans, Green Beans, Potato
Salad, Corn on theCob

899

$

1899

$

Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

Hours:

Monday – Thursday
10:30am–10pm
Friday–Saturday
10:30am–11pm
Sunday
1:00pm–9pm

Barbecue

NO LIMIT

1 Large 2 Topping Pizza

SLAB OF RIBS

Includes:
Fries, Coleslaw
Cornbread & Side Choice

WEBSTER’S

TUESDAY

MONDAY PIZZA
SPECIAL

Extra Cheese Additional Charge
Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

4 PC CHICKEN DINNER

www.KarlsPizzaTaylor.com

2

Ecors
0
5
7
5

e Road | Taylor, MI 4

313-295-6222

FREE 2
Liter Coke

8180

THE OPEN PIT
fries, roll and coleslaw

BBQ Ribs (4)
& Half BBQ Chicken

$

Serving Downriver Area For Over 20 Years

WE DELIVER! WE CATER!

1179

Dominick’s Ultimate Italian Combo

r
Cash Youayroll
&P
Checks s Here
Card

Homemade Double Crust Bread Stuffed with Hard Salami, Cooked
Salami, Ham, Cheese, Lettuce & Tomatoes. Cut into 16 Slices

$

25

99

+ Tax
Limited
Time Offer

Deli & Catering

XLarge Pizza

18" XL Pizza with Cheese and 1 Topping

Deli & Catering

$

12970 Beech Daly Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180

WE CATER FOR ALL YOUR
CATERING NEEDS

734-946-5877
Fax 734-946-1110
We Provide
Postal Services
Domestic & Imported Beer & Wine, Liquor & Kegs
Cigarettes • Cigars • Tobacco • Groceries • Dairy • Soda
Lottery • Western Union Payment Center • Phone Cards

8

00

+ Tax
Limited
Time Offer

Deli & Catering

Large Pizza

14” XL Pizza with Cheese and 1 Topping

500
10% Any Catering Order
OFF
$

+ Tax

Limited
Time Offer

Deli & Catering

of $100.00 or more

+ Tax

Limited
Time Offer

Deli & Catering

This is a busy time of the summer, with farm market,
summer festival, Telegraph Cruise and much more on
the schedule

T

he all-new Taylor Farmer’s Market
presented by Oakwood Healthcare
is up and running on Fridays at the
Sheridan Center Open Air Pavilion in
Heritage Park. The market will be open
from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. every Friday
through September 25 (with the
exception of June 26, which is the
weekend of the Taylor Summer Festival).
Simultaneously, each Friday there will
be an “Eat Better! Move More!”
community walk around Heritage Park
scheduled for 10:30 a.m., just before the
market opens. The walks all feature
“celebrity” walkers and are free and open
to the public. Everyone is encouraged to
attend – bring your children along, too.
Oakwood Healthcare provides free
pedometers to any walker. It’s a great way
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to help get in shape – and remember,
10,000 steps a day keeps the doctors
away! U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingell is
scheduled to be the featured walker in
July 3.
Market planners have also decided on
“theme days” scheduled throughout the
season, including:
July 3: Celebrate America including
mini American flags and a patriotic
theme.
July 10: Healthy Taylor Day including
health screens and demonstrations.
July 17: Celebrate Baseball Day
including raffles and baseball wares.
July 24: Celebrate Christmas in July!
May include a car show!
July 31: Celebrate Reading and feed
your imagination.

August 7: Clowning Around will
feature clowns, balloons and a
magician.
August 14: Safety Matters with
emergency responders featured.
August 21: Taste of Taylor to feature
local restaurants.
August 28: All About the Arts featuring
art, music and dance.
September 4: Labor Day Celebration.
September 11: Back to School
featuring education and school
giveaways.
September 18: Celebrate Fall with
square dancing, fiddlers and apple
cider.
September 25: Market Appreciation
Day!
To get more information on the Taylor
Farmer’s Market presented by Oakwood
Healthcare, contact Kimber Dorton
(kdorton@ci.taylor.mi.us) or
Karl Ziomek (kziomek@
ci.taylor.mi.us) or call
(734) 374-1450.
Taylor Summer
Festival
As you receive Taylor
Today, The 2015 Taylor
Summer Festival has started
start
– and it’s turning into a party that
you can’t afford to miss. It started on
Thursday, June 25, and runs through
Sunday, June 28.

The Romantics
with special guest
Sponge are
headlining June
26’s concert in the
Sheridan Center
Open Air Pavilion.
On Saturday, June
27, there will be a
free country
concert in the
Sheridan Center before the Masco
Fireworks Display.
General admission tickets for the June
26 Romantics/Sponge concert (standing
only, no lawn chairs) are still available for
$5 advance, $10 at the door. You can also
buy at the Taylor Recreation Center near
the corner of Goddard and Pardee in
Taylor during its regular business hours or
call (734) 374-8900 for more ticket
mation.
information.
Saturday evening, June 27,
he Taylor Summer Festival
the
offers a free country concert
leading up to the Masco
Fireworks. Headlining will
be sizzling country band
Annabelle Road. Proceeding
Annabelle Road on stage will
aylor’s own Joe Jaber and the
be Taylor’s
Last Divide, along with two other local
mainstays, The Sarah Sherrard Band and
Terry Jacoby & Rummler. Doors open for
the June 26, concert at 5 p.m. with

Whiskey Riot taking the stage at 5:30,
Sponge at 7:30 and The Romantics at
9:30. Doors open for the June 27 concert
again at 5, with Rummler taking the stage
at 5:15, Sarah Sherrard at 6:20, Joe Jaber
at 7:40 and Annabelle Road coming on at
9 p.m. before the Masco Taylor Summer
Festival Fireworks Display, which will be
lighting up the skies around 10.
Overall, the Taylor Summer Festival
will have four full days of carnivals and
other attractions appealing to any age
group. Anyone wishing to enter the
carnival area this year must purchase at
least a $10 “carnival bucks” package or
$20 families pass. No one under 18 may
enter the carnival area without a parent or
adult supervision.
In an effort to make the 2015 Taylor
Summer Festival as “family friendly” as
possible, the City of Taylor created a
“PNC Bank Family Fun Zone” near the
patio area on the south end of the
Sheridan Center Open Air Pavilion. The
zone, which will include plenty of fun
entertainment and activities for children,
will be open from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. on June
26 and June 27. The fun zone will be right
next to the “Bounce House,” which will
include MotorCity Moonwalks.
Music and Arts in the Gardens
The Taylor Conservatory Foundation
and the Wayne County Community
College Downriver District’s Prechter
Educational and Performing Arts Center
has announced its 2015 Music and Arts
in the Gardens concert slate.
This is the popular Wednesday summer
concert program at the Taylor
Conservatory & Botanical Gardens. Each
Wednesday from June 10, through August
Summer continued on page 24
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26, the event celebrates music and art.
Tickets are $5, seating is limited and
those attending should bring lawn chairs.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with the concert
from 6:30-8:30. Food and drink is offered
by Silvershores Waterfront Banquet &
Catering.
After the opening three weeks, this
year’s lineup includes:
July 1: Bill Byrum & Company
July 8: Marcus Elliot Quartet
July 15: Chris Codish & the Brothers
Groove
July 22: Saxopyhonist Deon Yates
July 29: Don Middlebrook & the Pearl
Divers
August 5: Metro Jazz Voices
August 12: Dummer Sean Dobbins Trio
August 19: Girls Night Out Date Night
August 26 Grand Finale: Dave Bennett
Quartet ($10 per person)
For more information, click on www.
taylorconservatory.com or www.facebook.
com/taylorconservatory. For general
information for weather alerts during the
concert season, call (888) 383-4108.
11th Telegraph Classic Car Cruise
On Saturday, July 25, classic car
enthusiasts from throughout Southeast
Michigan – and beyond – will converge
on Telegraph Road for the 11th annual
Telegraph Classic Car Cruise. Spanning
the cities of Taylor, Dearborn Heights,
Dearborn and Redford, the event is
expected to draw thousands of enthusiasts
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.
Several business owners and operators
along Telegraph are planning special
event-related activities – including

outdoor parties/services and making their
parking lots available to cruisers and
spectators. Taylor businesses and
organizations that plan outdoor activities
along the route should remember to file
the proper permits with the City.
Permits can be obtained through the
Customer Service Center at City Hall,
23555 Goddard, during regular business
hours Mondays through Fridays. For more
information, call (734) 287-6550.
Spectators should be mindful of the
weather conditions: Protect yourself from
exposure to the sun and heat and drink
plenty of non-alcoholic beverages
throughout the day to remain hydrated.
Police along the route will have
stepped-up patrols throughout the cruise.
Cruisers should adhere to all normal
traffic ordinances regarding speed, legal
turns, etc. The Taylor Police Department
wants everyone to enjoy the Telegraph
Cruise, but cautions spectators and
participants against the following:
Driving and drinking will not be
tolerated
Pedestrians should stay clear of the
street
Please do not throw anything into the
roadway, including water or bleach
The event originated in honor of the
Telegraph Tomorrow Association, which
worked to improve and promote the
Telegraph Road corridor. The City of
Taylor is finalizing plans for a classic car
display, emergency stations, etc. in the old
Handy Andy Lot. Although nothing was
confirmed as of this printing, other hot
spots usually include The United Auto
Workers Region 1A and Biker Bob’s.

Christmas in July
Also on Saturday, July 25, the Heritage
Park Petting Farm will hold its annual
“Christmas in July” festivities. The event
will be held from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Live
reindeer and Santa Claus will be two of
the many featured elements of the day.
This is a great event for the little ones.
Call (734) 374-5946 for details and
further information.
Free Outdoor Movie
Park It Family Fun Nights has
scheduled another FREE outdoor movie
night in Heritage Park, starting at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, August 11. The event will begin
at 6 with live music by the George
Brothers at 6:30 and the movie -- “Night
at the Museum” -- beginning at 8:20.
Included will be activities for children,
giveaways and much more. Community
sponsors include Tim Horton’s and
Meijer. For more information, click on
www.parkit4fun.com.
Scleroderma Walk
The 2015 Downriver Scleroderma
Support Group Walk is scheduled for
August 15 at Heritage Park. All funds go
to support, education and research for the
Scleroderma Foundation. Walk at 9 a.m.,
register at 8 a.m. Register online at
www.scleroderma.org/
downriversupportgroupwalk. Contact
Annie (313) 291-2055 for more
information.
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www.nesterchiropractic.com

Stop living in PAIN!!!
Call for appointment:

734-225-1414

22279 Goddard Rd. • Taylor

➠
➠
➠
➠

Consultation
Exam
X-rays
First Treatment

We also accept most
insurance plans

Military & Vet Specialist
HOME OWNERS Getting Ready to Sell ...Contact me...with information on what to
do to get your home in listing “shape”.
BUYING A HOME Don’t pay too much...Be a smart buyer...Get the right loan in
today’s market...FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS? There are programs
with as little as 1% down with credit score of 620.
Land Contracts are also available.
MILITARY
I am a Military Relocation Specialist and excited and proud to
help our active military and vets purchase or sell their homes. As
an MRP, I can help you find a location with convenient access to
the military benefits you’ve earned. As an MRP I understand the
following:
• Quick Relocations
• VA Financing
• Military Benefits
• BAH Rates
• VA Loan Limits

CallValerie

ZimmermanMRP
vkzimm@gmail.com

734.818.0299
www.nesterchiropractic.com

Garner Properties & Management Co.
23944 Eureka Rd., Taylor 48180

TAYLOR
AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
To advertise in the church directory, please contact our sales staff at 866-822-0101

“LOVING GOD, SERVING OTHERS, WELCOMING A LL”

SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(USA)
21845 Wick Road
Taylor, MI 48180

Phone: 313-291-0122
spc.taylor@yahoo.com
spctaylor.org

Adult & Youth Sunday School: 9:00am
Sunday Worship: 10:00am (Childcare provided)
Vacation Bible School: July 20th-23rd, 2015
Community BBQ: Saturday, July 25th, 2015

St. John’s Lutheran Church LCMS

734.287.2080 • Rev. Dr. Richard Zeile • DrZeile@Juno.com
13115 Telegraph, Taylor, MI • WORSHIP Sat & Mon 7pm; Sun 9am; Sunday School 10:30am
“Unchanging Faith for Changing Lives”

Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer
am 560 WRDT
“The Word”
6pm Sunday

am 1440 WDRJ
“Detroit Rejoice”
8pm Monday

Heritage Free Will
Baptist ChurCh
“A Church For Your Family”

To Do
this Summer
t
Check ou
e
Northlin

t
Sundays a
10:30am

northlinechurch.com
23695 Northline Rd in Taylor

Times of Service

sunday school 10:00 a.m.
sunday Morning service 11:00 a.m.
sunday Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening service 7:00 p.m.
Mark TackeTT, Pastor

12670 pardee • taylor, Mi 48180 • (734)287-8214

4 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER
Landmark Apostolic Church, Inc.
Marvin Rudd
Pastor

26609 Van Born Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180

1-810-580-9600

Bible Study - Wed. @ 7:00pm
Sunday School @ 11:00am
Evangelistic Service @ 12:00 noon

Begin a new journey at Landmark Apostolic Church

Mechanical
Services
Heating & Cooling

734-444-9889
www.ajaxmechanical.org

Zion Baptist Church
Christ Centered & Word-Driven
Michael R. Jones, Pastor
8500 Pardee ^ Taylor, MI

313-291-3128

Water Heaters
Why wait ‘til it breaks?

ziontaylor.org

SUNDAY
Sunday School / Ladies Class / Pastor’s Class - 9:45 am
Morning Worship / Children’s Church - 11:00 am

2 TON AIR
CONDITIONING
REPLACEMENT
SYSTEM

WEDNESDAY
Midweek Prayer & Study Hour - 6:30 pm
Youth Group(during school year) - 6:30-7:35 pm

AS LOW AS

$1900
REPLACEMENT
FURNACE
AS LOW AS

$1900
AUTOMATIC
GENERATORS

Loving Jesus is our style

AS LOW AS

$4400
$79.00 $50.00

Helping others is our goal.
To get involved contact us today!
ginaandjc@gmail.com
313-424-0190

A/C Clean &
Check
April - June

With Coupon.
Excludes other offers.

OFF

Any Service Call
with Repair
With Coupon.
Excludes other offers.

Taylor Virtual
Learning Academy
Blending Traditional with Contemporary
The goal of TVLA is to provide students
with a solid education through an alternative
delivery method. Time and place take on a
new meaning when students have the
flexibility to complete assignments at any
time of the day and from any location. While
our delivery method may be flexible, our
curriculum is solidly aligned with the rigorous
Michigan Merit Curriculum and is facilitated
by highly-qualified, certified instructors.
Students take classes online 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, to earn their high school
diploma while gaining valuable technology
skills. Students who attend TVLA enroll as full-time students. Full-time students take all
of the classes at TVLA and can earn a
diploma from the Taylor School District
when they complete all Michigan Merit
Curriculum high school graduation
requirements.
Instruction is delivered at no cost to the
student through a blended program of
online courses and the classroom. The
online courses are research based,
pedagogically robust, engaging, media
rich and highly interactive.

NOW ENROLLING
Applications are being accepted for
Fall 2015 enrollment for grades 9-12.
Applications are available for download at www.taylorschools.net
or can be obtained by calling (313) 295-5742.
Tutorial Lab hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-6pm • Fri: 9am-3pm
28

TAYLOR TODAY

VIRTUAL
LEARNING IS ...
Curriculum delivered according to
the needs of the student by highlyqualified, certified instructors.
Rotate Classes online and in
classrooms
Flexible Scheduling. Students can
view the online course at any time
– from any location; students take
classes online 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week, to earn their high school
diploma.
Self Developed. Parents and
student, with assistance from
project manager, select appropriate
classes
Tutorials. Students receive
assistance from an online facilitator
Lab time scheduled in District
classroom

CLASS OFFERINGS
(Michigan Merit Curriculum)

Language Arts
Math
Science
Social Studies
Technical Fundamentals
Health
World Language

This Page Sponsored by

1650 West Jefferson, Trenton, MI 48183
(734) 362-3200 • Fax (734) 362-3275
www.fritzinc.com

Be Safe Not Sorry
Avoid danger by always leaving the fireworks to the professionals

D

on’t turn the Fourth of
July weekend into a
hospital visit! Fireworks
are synonymous with our
celebration of Independence
Day. Yet, the thrill of fireworks
can also bring pain. Two
hundred and forty people on
average go the emergency
room every day with
fireworks-related injuries in
the month around the holiday.
Always Remember:
Lighting off fireworks more
than 48 hours before or
after a national holiday is a
ticketable offense in the
City of Taylor.
Never allow young children
to play with or ignite
fireworks.
The best way to protect your
family is to not use any
fireworks at home. Instead,
attend public fireworks
displays and leave the
lighting to the professionals.
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If you plan to use fireworks,
make sure they are legal in
your area.
Avoid buying fireworks that
are packaged in brown
paper because this is often a
sign that the fireworks were
made for professional
displays and that they could
pose a danger to consumers.
Be Extra Careful With
Sparklers:
Little arms are too short to
hold sparklers, which can
heat up to 1,200 degrees.
How about this? Let your
young children use glow
sticks instead. They can be
just as fun but they don’t
burn at a temperature hot
enough to melt glass.
Always have an adult
supervise fireworks
activities and closely
supervise children around
fireworks at all times.

Take Necessary
Precautions:
Do not wear loose clothing
while using fireworks.
Never light fireworks
indoors or near dry grass.
Point fireworks away from
homes, and keep away from
brush, leaves and flammable
substances
Be Prepared for an
Accident or Injury:
Stand several feet away from
lit fireworks. If a device does
not go off, do not stand over
it to investigate it. Put it out
with water and dispose of it.
Never place any part of your
body directly over a
fireworks device when
lighting the fuse. Back up to
a safe distance immediately
after lighting fireworks.
Never try to re-light or pick
up fireworks that have not
ignited fully.
Never point or throw

fireworks at another person.
Always have a bucket of
water and/or a fire
extinguisher nearby. Know
how to operate the fire
extinguisher properly.
If a child is injured by
fireworks, immediately go to
a doctor or hospital. If an
eye injury occurs, don’t
allow your child to touch or
rub it, as this may cause
even more damage.
For more
information,
click on the
Taylor Fire
Department’s
homepage at
www.cityoftaylor.
com/taylor-fire-department.

ING”
“START PACK
Call KECK &

313-292-2222 • 734-675-9000 • 734-287-7000

2014 Water Quality Report
Where does my water come from?

Your source water comes from the
Detroit River, situated within the Lake
St. Clair, Clinton River, Detroit River,
Rouge River, Ecorse River, in the U.S.
and parts of the Thames River, Little
River, Turkey Creek and Sydenham
watersheds in Canada. The Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality
in partnership with the U.S. Geological
Survey, the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department (DWSD), and
the Michigan Public Health Institute
performed a source water assessment
in 2004 to determine the susceptibility
of potential contamination. The
susceptibility rating is on a seven-tiered
scale from “very low” to “very high”
based primarily on geologic sensitivity,
water chemistry, and contaminant
sources.
The susceptibility of our Detroit River
source water intakes were determined
to be highly susceptible to potential
contamination. However, all four
Detroit water treatment plants that use
source water from the Detroit River
have historically provided satisfactory
treatment of this source water to meet
drinking water standards. DWSD
has initiated source water protection
activities that include chemical
containment, spill response, and a
mercury reduction program. DWSD
participates in a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System
permit discharge program and has an
emergency response management plan.

Important health information

Drinking water, including bottled
water, may reasonably be expected
to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants
and potential health effects can be
obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

The sources of drinking water (both
tap water and bottled water) include
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over
the surface of the land or through the
ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive
material, and can pick up substances
resulting from the presence of animals
or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in
source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as
viruses and bacteria, which may
come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts
and metals, which can be naturallyoccurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining, or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may
come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban storm-water runoff,
and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants,
including synthetic and volatile
organics, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from
gas stations, urban storm water runoff
and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants, which
can be naturally occurring or the result
of oil and gas production and mining
activities.
In order to ensure that tap water
is safe to drink, EPA prescribes
regulations, which limit the amount
of certain contaminants in water
provided by public water systems.
The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) regulations establish limits for

contaminants in bottled water, which
must provide the same protection for
public health.

Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead
can cause serious health problems,
especially for pregnant women and
young children. Lead in drinking
water is primarily from materials and
components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. The City of
Taylor Water and Sewer Department is
responsible for providing high quality
drinking water, but cannot control the
variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you
can minimize the potential for lead
exposure by flushing your tap for 30
seconds to 2 minutes before using
water for drinking or cooking. If you
are concerned about lead in your water,
you may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water,
testing methods, and steps you can take
to minimize exposure is available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

People with special health
concerns

Some people may be more vulnerable
to contaminants in drinking water than
is the general population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some
elderly, and infants can be particularly
at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800)
426-4791.

If you would like to know more about this report, need additional copies or have other
water-related issues, please contact the Taylor Water and Sewer Department:
(734) 374-1373
www.cityoftaylor.com

Southwest Water Treatment Plant
2014 Regulated Detected Contaminants Tables
Contaminant

Test
Date

Units

Health
Goal
MCLG

Allowed
Level
MCL

Level
Range of Violation
Detected Detected Yes/No

Major Sources in Drinking Water

Inorganic Chemicals - Annual Monitoring at Plant Finished Water Tap
Fluoride

5/13

ppm

4

4

0.56

n/a

no

Erosion of natural deposits;
Water additive that promotes strong
teeth; Discharge from fertilizer and
aluminum factories.

Nitrate

5/13

ppm

10

10

0.29

n/a

no

Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching
from septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of
natural deposits.

Barium

6/08

ppm

2

2

0.01

n/a

no

Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge
from metal refineries; Erosion of natural
deposits.

What do these tables mean?
These tables show the results of our water
quality analyses. Every regulated and
unregulated detected contaminant in the
water is listed here. The tables contain
contaminant names, the highest detected
levels, health goals, the sources in drinking
water and if a violation has occurred. Key
definitions and/or explanations for each
symbol used are listed to the right of the
tables.

Disinfection By-Products - Monitoring in Distribution System Stage 2, 2nd - 4th Quarters
Total
2014
Trihalomethanes
(TTHM)

ppb

n/a

80

31.25

12.0-37.0

no

By-product of drinking water
chlorination

Haloacetic Acids 2014
(HAA5)

ppb

n/a

60

11.80

6.30-12.0

no

By-product of drinking water
disinfection

0.64

0.52-0.73

no

Water additive used to control microbes

Disinfection - Monitoring in Distribution System
Disinfectant
(Total Chlorine
Residual)

2014

ppm

MRDLG
4

MRDL
4

2014 Turbidity - Monitored every 4 hours at Plant Finished Water Tap
Highest Single Measurement
Cannot exceed 1 NTU

Lowest Monthly % of Samples Meeting
Turbidity Limit of 0.3 NTU (min. 95%)

Violation
Yes/No

Major Sources in Drinking Water

0.14 NTU

100%

no

Soil Runoff

Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of water. We monitor it because it is a good indicator of the effectiveness of our filtration system.
2014 Microbiological Contaminants - Monthly Monitoring in Distribution System
Regulated
Contaminant

Highest
Number Violation
Detected yes/no

MCLG

MCL

Total coliform bacteria

0

Presence of Coliform bacteria >
5% of monthly samples

2014
0

no

Naturally present in the environment

E. coli or fecal coliform
bacteria

0

A routine sample and a repeat
sample are total coliform
positive, and one is also fecal or
E. coli positive.

2014
0

no

Human waste and animal fecal waste

Major Sources in Drinking Water

2014 Lead and Copper Monitoring at Customers’ Tap
Health Allowed
Goal
Level
Regulated
Test
AL
Contaminant
Date Units
MCLG

90th
Number of
Percentile Samples Violation
Value* Over AL Yes/No

Lead

2014

ppb

0

15

3.4 ppb

0

no

Corrosion of household plumbing
system; Erosion of natural deposits.

Copper

2014

ppm

1.3

1.3

97.6 ppb

0

no

Corrosion of household plumbing
system; Erosion of natural deposits;
Leaching from wood preservatives.

Definitions
Major Sources in Drinking Water

*The 90th percentile value means 90% of the homes tested have lead and copper levels below the given 90th percentile value. If the
90th percentile value is above the AL, additional requirements must be met.
Regulated
Contaminant
Total Organic
Carbon (ppm)

Treatment
Technique

Running Annual
Average

Violation
Yes/No

Monthly Ratio
Range

Typical Source of
Contaminant

The Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal ratio is calculated as the ratio between the Erosion of natural deposits
actual TOC removal and the TOC removal requirements. The TOC was measured
each month and because the level was low, there is no requirement for TOC removal.

Regulated
Test
Contaminant
Date
Combined Radium 2014
226 & 228

Units
pCi/L

Health
Goal
MCLG
0

Allowed
Level
MCL
5

Level Detected
0.65 + or - 0.54

Violation
Yes/No
no

Major Sources in Drinking Water
Erosion of natural deposits

2014 Special Monitoring
Contaminant

MCLG

MCL

Level Detected

Source of Contamination

Sodium (ppm)

n/a

n/a

5.41

Erosion of natural deposits

Collection and sampling result information in the table provided by Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) Water Quality Division, ML Semegen.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): level of contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): highest level of a
contaminant allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close
to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG):
level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no
known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect
the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): highest
level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary
for control of microbial contaminants.
Parts per billion (ppb): equivalent to micrograms per liter. A
microgram = 1/1000 milligram.
Parts per million (ppm): equivalent to milligrams per liter. A
milligram = 1/1000 gram.
Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU): Measures the cloudiness of water.
Not Detected (ND)
Treatment Technique (TT): required process intended to
reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
Action Level (AL): concentration of a contaminant which, if
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements the water
system must follow.
Haloacetic Acids (HAA5): total of bromoacetic, chloroacetic,
dibromoacetic, dichloroacetic, and trichloroacetic acids.
Compliance is based on the total.
Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM): Sum of chloroform,
bromodichloromethane, dibromochloromethane, and bromoform. Compliance is based on the total.
pCi/l: Picocuries per liter is a measure of radioactivity.
n/a = not applicable
> = greater than

On to the Next Step
Kennedy, Truman bid farewell to top students by awarding scholarships
Kennedy and Truman high schools held 2015 senior farewell and honors
assemblies during the first week of June. Kennedy High School held its
assembly on June 3, while Truman’s was a day later. Both were held before
packed houses in the school gymnasiums.
At Kennedy, key honors were awarded to the following students in these
categories:
• Ann Robertson Drake Scholarship ($1,000) – Loralyn Peeler
• Scholar Athlete ($500) – Andrea Campbell
• Friends of Northern Michigan University ($2,000) – Teressa Savastano
• Grodman Cure / Shane Simmons Memorial ($500) – Nancy Wu
• Mayor Rick Sollars Scholarship ($500) – Jenna Grabowski
• Changing Lives Scholarship ($150 each) – Devon White and Loralyn Peeler
• Taylor Ministerial Making a Difference Scholarship ($250) – Hannah Howard
• Taylor School District Alumni Association ($500) – Morgan Alexis
• Taylor Community Credit Union Scholarship ($500) – Leanna Cloutier
• Women’s Auxiliary of the Democratic Club of Taylor Scholarship
($500) – Hannah Howard
• Oakland University (four years, $24,000) – Brandon Thibault
• Taylor Federation of Teachers ($2,500) – Devon White
• Baker College – Emiley Loving, Alexis Warner, Taylor Hundley and Miranda Musico
• Ferris State University – Alyssa Segusa
• Wayne State University – Christopher Saul
At Truman, key honors were awarded to the following students in these
categories:
• Addlyn Grace Woods Scholarship ($350) – Monik Shephard
• Scholar Athlete ($500) – Brianna Dixon
• Mayor Rick Sollars Scholarship ($500) – Malorie Dyda
• Changing Lives Scholarship ($350) – Keesha Ferguson
• Taylor Ministerial Making a Difference Scholarship ($250 each) –
Quartney Alchin, Russell Yandura and Andrew Lucas
• Taylor School District Alumni Association ($500) – Rose Dobek
• Taylor Community Credit Union Scholarship ($500) – Zachary Ovares
• Women’s Auxiliary of the Democratic Club of Taylor Scholarship
($500) – Stephanie Neddo
• Outstanding Male Senior Award – Austin Jordan
• Outstanding Female Senior Award – Sierra Hines
• Outstanding Musician Award – Malorie Dyda
• Principal’s Leadership Award – Mariah Seaborn
Congratulations from the City of Taylor to the 2015 Truman and Kennedy
senior classes!
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EXPLORE TAYLOR .com

Your best interest is our only interest!
We listen, we value your time and we provide high-quality care that is relaxed, gentle and all about you.

New Patient Offers

DO YOU EXPERIENCE DENTAL ANXIETY?

SAVE $50 OFF

Ask us about Sedation Dentistry.

the patient portion of any treatment*
or

We have Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists
to administer IV Sedation so that fear no longer
has to keep you from achieving a new smile.
Feel Nothing, Remember Nothing and Wake Refreshed!

Call for more details or to schedule a free consultation.

SAVE $200

(313) 292-5590 | www.ShwedelDental.com

Adult Orthodontic Solutions

25650 Goddard Rd. Ste A, Taylor, MI 48180

on Invisalign or 6 Month Smile*

*New patients only. Offers cannot be combined. Valid 30 days. Call for details.

12500 Telegraph Rd. Taylor
TAYLOR

Between Goddard & Northline

734-992-4304
FREE

Collision

We are proud and show it!

Center

ESTIMATES!
www.TaylorCollisionCenter.com
taylorcollision@hotmail.com

FREE
LOANER
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

“YOUR ONE STOP COLLISION SHOP”

ASK FOR DETAILS

W E H E L P PAY YO U R D E D U C T I B L E

YOUR AUTO ACCIDENT REPAIR SPECIALIST!
In-Home Estimate
By Request Only

Taylor

Collision

Center

12500 Telegraph Rd.
TAYLOR

We accept All Insurance Claims

Big Or Small We Fix Them All
Classic Car Restoration
Certified Technicians
Fiberglass Repairs
Foreign & Domestic
Rust Repairs
Dents & Dings

Between Goddard & Northline

734-992-4304

www.TaylorCollisionCenter.com

OPEN:

Mon. – Fri. 8 to 6 • Saturday 9 to 1
Insured & Bonded

LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

CITY OF TAYLOR

Business News
Here is an update on business and development issues
in the City of Taylor over the past several months:
Where the Rubber Meets the Road
BestDrive LLC, a commercial tire retreader and
distributor, celebrated the opening of its newest location in
Taylor on the corner of Monroe Street and Trolley Drive on
June 4. BestDrive’s parent company,
Continental Tire the Americas, LLC,
invested more than $1.5M in the Taylor
location. Its building is a
60,000-square-foot facility that aims
to produce more than 200 retreads per
day by 2020. BestDrive picked Taylor
because it is close to Detroit and in the
hotbed of the commercial truck market.
BestDrive outlets specialize in
servicing fleet customers with new tires,
retreads, casing management and
other tire-related services. Mayor Rick
Sollars, City Clerk Cindy Bower and City
Treasurer Edward Bourassa were on
hand for the grand opening, along with
BestDrive officials and staffers.
“Taylor is extremely excited to have
BestDrive located in our community,”
Mayor Sollars said. “We’re excited about
the good things happening in our city.
We’re seeing an upturn in business
activity all over the community, and we
are looking forward to working with
BestDrive on a regular basis.”
BestDrive officials complimented
Mayor Sollars on the City’s ability to get
the business located quickly into the
community, noting that it took about
half the time that it has taken in other
areas of the country. This is BestDrive’s
third location, and it will support the
Great Lakes Region. The facility
currently employs 14 people with plans
to employ more than 40 by 2020.
Today, it produces 60 retreads daily, but
plans to produce 200 per day within
five years.

“We’re opening BestDrive outlets in markets where key
fleet customers have expressed a need for retread options,”
said Clif Armstrong, managing director of BestDrive. “The
Detroit area is a market that has a significant impact on our
business and this newest BestDrive location in Taylor will
provide us with a strong presence to meet the needs of
customers in this region. We’re excited to be here and look
forward to increasing production at BestDrive Taylor.”
Other current locations for BestDrive are in Memphis and
Phoenix. Continental can provide broader support for servicing
fleet customers through BestDrive outlets and offer a wide
range of services, including new tires and ContiTread retreads.

Menards a Step Closer
In late May, Wisconsin-based Menard Inc. closed on more
than 80 acres of property formerly occupied by the Gibraltar
Trade Center at Eureka Road and I-75 in Taylor.
Menards plans to demolish the 400,000-square-foot trade
center and other buildings by late summer or fall. The Taylor
Planning
Commission
has already
approved a
site plan for a
new 300,000-square-foot Menards store. Other retailers will
join the home improvement store on the site, but they have
not been named yet. Menard officials said at the commission
meeting in March that construction of the home improvement
store will begin in summer 2016 and it will open in spring 2017.
Menards will own the entire site and will have control over
what other stores locate on its out lots. City officials expect
the Menards store to create about 125 jobs. Many people have
compared the possibilities at this site with the Fairlane Green
development in neighboring Allen Park, a 19-store location
anchored by a 126,000-square-foot Target. Given the master
plan, the location in Taylor has even more potential including
several more “anchors” in addition to Menards.

‘Eureka Way’ Continues Boom
Whatever Menards eventually brings to the parcel, there is
no doubt that the business area along Eureka Road is
undergoing its largest transition in decades. To the east,
Business continued on page 38
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- Concrete Removal and Replacement
- Sidewalks
- Patios
- Driveways and Approaches
- Parking Lots
- Tuckpointing
- Chimney and Porch Repair/Installation
Residential & Commercial • Licensed & Insured

313.551.8910 • 313.999.6690 • Fax:313.551.8911
www.signatureoutdoorservice.com • info@signatureoutdoorservice.com

Quality

it’s that simple.

A downriver
printer
since 1982.
• From Annual Reports to Direct Mail
and everything in-between.
• Offering excellence in Printing, Bindery
and Mailing Services.
• Variable & Personalized Direct Mail
Solutions.
• Experts in One-to-One Digital &
Intergrated Marketing.
• Top Notch Customer Service with
“Customer First” attitudes.

CALL: 734-941-6300
CONNECT: www.printwell.com
VISIT: 26975 Northline Rd., Taylor, MI 48180

Proof-to Print
G7 Color Match Qualified.

Business News
Business continued from page 36

Marriott Town Suites (either in the old Taylor Tool or old
Ramada Inn locations) and Golden Corral (in the old Fire
Mountain location) plan to locate.
To the west, Southland Center is undergoing a $50
million renovation including plenty of new retailers and a
cutting edge
Next Gen
Cinemark
theatre with
room for new
restaurants in the
out lot. The old
Mervyn’s at the
west end of the
mall has been
razed, and plans
are underway for
a new courtyardtype entrance to
the western side
of the mall. And
that’s not all.
Grimaldi’s
Pizzeria plans to
locate in Southland Center by the end of the year. Rouse
Properties Inc. is bringing Grimaldi’s Pizzeria to three of its
malls. The other two malls are in Virginia and Alabama. The
three locations will mark Grimaldi’s entry into each state.
Grimaldi’s will be
in an exterior
location next to
the new theater
at the mall.
Among 2014’s
top 50 fastest
growing small
restaurant chains
in the country as ranked by Restaurant Business magazine,
Grimaldi’s specializes in serving thin-crust pizza and calzones.
The chain, which is more than 100 years old, operates 38
restaurants in nine states.
Campus Den (near Ruby Tuesday) recently located in
Southland and offers a large selection of university apparel for
Michigan-based schools. It specializes in graphic T-shirts for
students, alumni and sports fanatics. Whether you’re loyal
maize and blue or a hardcore green and white, it has
something that’s right for you. For more information, call (734)
288-3912 or click on www.campusden.com.
Danto Furniture Company has opened a pop-up
“micro” store at Southland Center, selling Ashley Furniture

exclusively with
the use of special
TV monitors that
allow shoppers to
browse the
catalogue with fine detail. Ashley Furniture is one of the
world’s largest manufacturers, and the product line includes
bedrooms, dinette sets, leather and upholstered sofas,
sectionals, home office furniture and entertainment centers.
Danto Furniture is the first store of its kind to test the “micro”
concept with Ashley Furniture. Danto is located in the west
common area of Southland near Olga’s and Macy’s west
entrance. Reach the new micro store by calling (313) 949-8181.
‘Eureka Way’ has gotten Mayor Sollars’ attention. “There’s a
lot of excitement and energy going on here,” he said, noting
that Sky Zone, Lumber Liquidators, PartyCity, Henry
Ford OptimEyes, Panera Bread and Tim Horton’s have
all added locations between Racho Road and Telegraph, with
the O’Samarai steak house also opening near Panera in the
renovated Rio Bravo location.
The mayor said: “Taylor wants good business development
and needs good business development. It creates jobs,
increases our tax base and improves our quality of life. There’s
been an uptick in the economy and Taylor provides for a lot of
opportunity – good business opportunities.”

Ecorse Road Convention Center
Possible sales of the huge old FIA Building on Ecorse Road
next to Taylor Meadows Golf Course have been ongoing stories
for years, but that saga may be coming to an end. Plans to
build a new banquet and convention center in the vacated
offices of the state Family Independence Agency were
approved in April.
The agreement is with S&B Development of Redford
Township for the property and would create a new Meadows
Convention Centre. Baljit Bains and Rattan Sekhon,
partners in S&B Development, said they plan to invest $12
million to $15 million in the two-story, 61,000-square-foot

Business continued on page 40
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convention center that will feature a rooftop bar fronting
Ecorse Road and a large, upgraded patio/terrace area to the
back that oversees the golf course.
The sale price is contingent on the appraisal of the
property, and is still being worked out. If the appraisal
determines the property is worth at least $1.3 million, the
developers will pay $1 million. If the appraisal deems the
property worth less than $1.3 million, it will sell for $800,000.
Construction could take up to 16 months and part of the
existing building will be demolished. “This is a $1 million deal,
and more importantly, a $12 million to $15 million investment.
These opportunities don’t come along every day,” Mayor
Sollars said. The sale property will go back on the tax rolls and
the new convention center will create about 120 jobs.

Land Deal Solves Problems
Al’s Asphalt, 25500 Brest Road, has been seeking to
expand its property for some time. The City owned the
property directly behind Al’s,
a segment that is landlocked and unlikely to move
on the market. So the City
and Al’s Asphalt got together
and made a deal to benefit
both entities.
The City of Taylor handed
over the land to Al’s Asphalt
in exchange for services that
the company would provide. Al’s will lay a large asphalt pad in
Heritage Park, directly behind the Sheridan Center Open Air
Pavilion. The City will move the inline skating rink, currently
located in Northwest Park and under-utilized, to that new
pad. The new inline skating rink at Heritage Park will fit nicely
with the renovated open air pavilion –
home of the Taylor Farmer’s Market and
the Taylor Summer Festival – along
with the new splash pads and
playscape, to be located on the south
end of the Sheridan Center. Work has
started on these projects.
In addition to the asphalt pad for
the rink, the deal also solved a longstanding problem with the Michael
Street entrance to the American
Legion Post 200. The entrance is
owned by the post, and had
deteriorated over the years. It was
repaved by the City by being piggybagged with an old Brest Road project,
but since that time, has only had

cosmetic changes. The post is very active and draws a lot of
traffic to its facility, but couldn’t afford the repairs on its own.
So as part of the deal, the City had the company repave the
entire entrance, which now looks better than it has in decades.
“It was great that we could do this,” Mayor Sollars said.
“The post gets a ton of locally originated traffic. The land that
we owned was land-locked. The appraisal of the land was
equal to the cost of these projects. In fact, Al’s Asphalt went
farther and did more than we expected, but that’s the way
that company operates. They’ve been a great community
partner for many, many years.”

In Other Business News
Windsor Engineering on Northline Road is expanding,
creating 181 jobs with an average hourly rate $18.93 and
investment of $2.5M real property improvements and
$220,000 in personal property.
PizzaPapalis will be relocating from Dearborn to Taylor
this fall. PizzaPapalis will move into the building that was
once home to
American Pie and
Fuddrucker’s at 14680
Pardee Road.
The Chicago-style
deep dish pizza place
closed in Dearborn
March 16 over what a
store manager called a
lease dispute, but the
company’s owner, Mark
Sheena, said
PizzaPapalis has been looking to expand to Downriver for
quite some time. Sheena added that Taylor was chosen
specifically because of all the new business growth.
MJC Builders, in addition to launching Cypress Gardens
(96 single family homes ranch/colonial), also committed to
launching Wellington Estates (52 single family ranch/
colonial). Cypress Gardens is located off Goddard Road, west
of Beech Daly. Wellington is the former site of Racho Road
School, located across the street from the Wayne County
Community College District’s Downriver Campus.
Mayor Rick Sollars and City Council Chairwoman Linda
Parker Craig were on hand in February as the Vitamin
Shoppe held its grand opening. The new facility is located
right on the corner of Eureka and Racho roads. The store is
packed with things to help you help yourself -- and your
health. Offerings range from vitamins, herbs, supplements and
more to sports and workout nutrition, healthy home products
like juicers and appliances, bath and beauty products and
more. The Vitamin Shoppe is open Mondays through
Business continued on page 42
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Saturdays 9 a.m.-9 p.m. and on
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
CrossFit Downriver was featured
in The NewsHerald in
February. Kirk
Said, owner and
head coach of
CrossFit
Downriver, said
he started
CrossFit
Downriver in the
garage of his
house, personal
training high
school football
kids that he
coached. It grew
from football to the softball, and then
eventually some parents were
interested. Pretty soon he had outgrown
the garage. Said lives in Taylor and
gravitated toward available buildings in
the city. CrossFit Downriver is located at
12717 Universal Drive. Reach Said
at coachkirk@crossfitdownriver.com. For
more information, visit CrossFit
Downriver’s Facebook page, facebook.
com/CrossFitDownRiver or
website, crossfitdownriver.com.
The Bellissimo Cafe, located near
the active southeast corner of Goddard
and Pardee roads, held a grand opening
on March 7. The cafe is part of an attractive new development
that includes a hair studio and tanning salon. The clean,
modern cafe offers many coffees, teas and espresso, health
shakes and drinks, fruits and much more. On hand for the
grand opening was Mayor Sollars along with Judge Joseph

Slaven, Treasurer Edward Bourassa, Clerk Cindy Bower and City
Council members Angela Croft and Tim Woolley, and many
others. For more about Bellissimo’s offerings, click on www.
bellissimothc.com.
In that same plaza, Taylor officially
welcomed Brooklyn’s Boutique &
Baby in early May. Mayor Sollars and
District Court Judge Joseph Slaven
welcomed the new business, which is
located at 22265 Goddard Road. The
boutique is open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Mondays through Saturdays. Brooklyn’s
specializes in dresses, tops, bottoms,
accessories, children and plus sizes. For
more information on Brooklyn’s, call
(313) 633-4151, click on www.
brooklynsboutiqueandbaby.com or go
to the company’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pages/BrooklynsBoutique-And-Baby.
Meanwhile, Michigan-based Biggby Coffee will open a
location in Kirklynn Commons plaza at Goddard and Pardee
roads. The Biggby will bring the plaza to full capacity by
joining Rocky’s Chinese, SVS Vision, AAA Smoker, Great
Clips, Jet’s Pizza, Shenanigan’s Hobby, Electric
Tanning, Adecco, H&R Block and CVS. The plaza is
located directly across the street from one of the Taylor’s more
popular eateries, Malek Al Kabob. The restaurant anchors a
strip that includes a Little Caesar’s, Elite Jewelers and
Goddard Liquor.
Biggby originated in East Lansing in March 1995 as
“Beaner’s.” Its creators were Robert Fish and Mary Roszel. The
company changed its name to Biggby in 2007. Biggby was
named the fastest growing coffee chain by CNBC in 2011,
outpacing Starbucks, Dunkin’ Donuts and Caribou Coffee at
that time. It was also named a top 30 food franchise by
Franchise Business Review in both 2011 and 2012.
Would you like to share your Taylor business’s information?
Email Karl Ziomek at kziomek@ci.taylor.mi.us.
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Gaiti Bakhsh, DO

Chief, Emergency Medicine Department
Oakwood Hospital - Taylor

She’s part of a community that
knows how to take care of itself.
Supporting the health of families in our neighborhoods is just one of
Oakwood’s specialties. Oakwood offers a wide range of programs to help
you stay healthy.
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Same day appointments with physicians
The only 24/7 emergency room in Taylor
Heart health and blood pressure screenings in your neighborhood
Free Healthy Communities classes designed to give you an in-depth
understanding of some of the most pressing health concerns

We are proud to be a part of the community and committed to
making it a healthy one. To register for a class, schedule an appointment
with a physician or learn more about educational programs near you, call
800.543.WELL or visit oakwood.org.
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