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Community Announcements

New Turf Installed at Sportsplex

T

he Taylor Sportsplex
staff announces that
new turf has been
installed and field
configurations are complete
in the non-hockey arenas,
which can be used for indoor
soccer (with boards),
traditional open-field soccer
and even lacrosse.
The Sportsplex will
continue to offer the Lil’
Kicker’s Program for children
age 18 months to 11 years old.
The facility also has soccer
league games for ages 6 years
old to adults. Anyone can
register as part of a team or as
an individual player.
Meanwhile, the Sportsplex
ice arenas continue to be the
home for the entire Belle Tire
Hockey Association, as well
as Eastern Michigan
University hockey. The City of
Taylor, Belle Tire and the
Sportsplex were host to the
Michigan Amateur Hockey
Association State Tournament
for Midget-level teams at the
end of February. EMU’s

regular season ended
February 14 at the Sportsplex.
It will continue to provide
the Learn to Skate Program as
well as a Learn to Play
Hockey Program.
The Sportsplex also offers
Freestyle Figure Skating, Stick
& Puck, Drop-In Hockey and
Public Skating Hours.
Party rooms within the
facility are available for rent
for birthday parties and baby
and bridal shower needs.
Rooms are available for up to
100 people including tables
and chairs.
For more, visit www.
taylorsportsplex.com for
registration, public activity
schedule and rental
information. Also make sure
to check the website for the
endless list of hockey
tournaments and state
playoffs.

Annual Shred Day
The annual Shred Day will
be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, April 12. To be

included, you must be in line
by 12:45 p.m. The event is
open to Downriver residents
and there is a limit of 100
pounds of materials. The
event will be held in the Pine
Street parking lot next to City
Hall. Participants will enter
the parking lot as directed
and items will be removed
from their vehicles and shred
on site. The shredded
material is recycled. This
event is hosted by the City of
Taylor Clerk’s Office and
Shred Legal LLC.

Cemetery Clean-Up
The cemetery clean-up of
the three city-owned
cemeteries held last
September was a huge
success. Over 40 volunteers
came forward to assist in
disposing of trash and debris
at these locations. The
Clerk’s Office will be
organizing another day to be
held in May 2014. Please
visit www.cityoftaylor.com for
further updates.
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Petting Farm Ready for the Spring

G

et ready to “Celebrate
Spring” from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Saturday
April 12. All the animals and
staff at the Heritage Park
Petting Farm invite you and
your family to come and
“Celebrate Spring” with them.
The annual sheep shearing
will take place every half
hour, beginning at 11 a.m.
Visitors can watch Deb Caryl,
a third-generation sheep
shearer, make the sheep
comfortable for those hot
summer days. See Lambie,
last year’s baby lamb, horn for
the first time. The farm’s
farrier will also be on hand to
do demonstrate how he keeps
the feet of the farm’s horse
and donkey healthy. A farrier
is an expert in equine hoof
care.
The hum of tractors will be
in the air when members of
Tri-County Two-Cylinder
Tractor Club showcase their
prize vehicles. There will be
an egg hunt at noon and 3
p.m. and a special prize for
the child that finds the golden
egg. Meet the newest member
of the farm, Peppa the pot-
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bellied pig. She is very
friendly and loves visitors.
There will be light
refreshments available for
purchase. The farm will have
spring-inspired activities for
the children. No event at the
farm would be complete with
out face painting by Flutterby
Faces (additional charge). A
free shuttle will be running
back and forth from the
community center parking lot
along Pardee Road to the farm
for the convenience of those
attending.
“Wild Weekend” is
scheduled for 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. May 3-4. Whispering
Pines Animal Kingdom will be
back in town and it is always
fun to see what new animals
the group has added to their
collection. Gus and Gia, the
camels, will join in, along
with many other animals from
around the world.
Flutterby Faces face
painters will return, turning
children into exotic animals
right before your eyes. Light
refreshments will be available
for purchase and there will
also be free craft making for

the children. A free shuttle
will be again running to and
from the community center
and farm for the parking
convenience of those
attending. Visit up close with
jungle and farm animals all in
the same weekend.
School and Group Tours
remain available. The staff at
the Petting Farm is ready to
take reservations for any farm
field trip. Plan ahead by
booking a date today. Field
trips last about one hour and
are $4 per student for the
Taylor School District and
groups.
This program explores
different livestock species and
teaches interesting facts about
day-to-day functions of a
working farm. Taylor Schools
receive free busing, which is
scheduled by a farm
coordinator.
There are many ways to
utilize The Petting Farm,
Heritage Park, Taylor
Community Library and the
Taylor Conservatory &
Botanical Gardens. Call for
suggestions at (734) 374-5946.
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Your best interest is our only interest!

We listen, we value your time and we provide high-quality care that is relaxed, gentle and all about you.
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25650 Goddard Rd. Ste A, Taylor, MI 48180
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(313) 292-5590 | www.ShwedelDental.com
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Charitable Groups Find New Ways
to Help Four-Legged Friends

I

n an effort to support the Taylor Animal Shelter, City of
Taylor officials and community volunteers have been meeting
on a regular basis, with the biggest result to date being that
Pound Pals-Taylor has established itself as a 501(c)3 organization.
Mayor Rick Sollars promoted the benefits of a 501(c)3 with
volunteers during their meetings. Charitable groups that have
501(c)3 status greatly enhance their donation abilities – as well as
the abilities of the group to help with the animals housed in the
shelter.
Earlier this year, Pound Pals-Taylor held a public meeting
calling for volunteers who wanted to be involved with the effort.
Over 60 people responded. Another meeting of that group was
scheduled recently. Meanwhile, City officials and key members of

the charity have been meeting in the Mayor’s Office. The most
recent meeting included Mayor Sollars, Department of Public
Services Executive Director David Mackie, Communications and
Marketing Director Karl Ziomek, Animal Control Officer Lanny
Hall and the following members of the charity group – Diane
Desrosiers, Tina Schinavare, Nickole O’Neill, Crystal Gonzales,
Jeanie Denstedt and Sabina Prevo.
The group discussed utilizing Kundra Beds, scanning all
animals entering the TAS, releasing quarantined and at-risk dogs
to rescue and administering special nutrition to special-needs
animals.
The partnership between Pound Pals-Taylor and the City has
resulted in some great success stories:

GRACIE is a senior lab who

worm test was negative and
her lungs and heart sound very
healthy. She was rescued by
PAWS of Michigan.
OREO, a
2-year-old
American
Bulldog, was
found in the
middle of the
night almost
completely frozen to the
ground. Pound Pals-Taylor took
him to the vet after noticing he
was limping, unable to walk
more than a short distance and
appeared to have discomfort or
pain when trying to eat. The
vet determined his soreness
and swollen leg was due to bite
wounds found on his leg and
head. Oreo was prescribed an
antibiotic and an antiinflammatory. The bite
wounds healed nicely he was
adopted.
ABBY is a 10-year-old Lab/Mix
that was surrendered to the
shelter in poor condition.
Pound Pals-Taylor took Abby to
the vet, where she was boarded
to receive medicated baths.

had eye and skin problems and
went into rescue.
PICKY/MILES had a cancerous
tumor on his leg, went to
PAWS of Michigan and was
adopted by his foster family.
POODLE just needed a good
bath and grooming and the
animal control officers let the
volunteers take it out of the
shelter to get it the help it
needed, like many others.
COOPER was
left in a box
outside in the
freezing cold.
The six-pound,
3-year-old
Pomeranian
had difficulty using his rear
legs and was immediately
taken to receive medical
attention by Pound Pals-Taylor.
X-Rays and blood work
revealed he had a preexisting
spinal injury. He was
prescribed a steroid and an
anti-inflammatory and started
using his rear legs in less than
24 hours. His foster mom said
that he spends his days playing
8
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with his toys and napping. He
has an appointment to see a
neurologist to determine the
best course for his recovery.
He was rescued by WAG
Animal Rescue.
SANDY is a blind/deaf stray
Shih Tzu/Maltese mix. She had
open wounds to her nose, back
and legs and was matted to the
skin with feces and urine.
Pound Pals-Taylor groomed
Sandy and administered
medications to heal her
wounds. She was rescued by
Homeward Bound Animal
Rescue.
LADY, a
7-year-old Lab,
was rushed to
the vet by
Pound PalsTaylor because
she had blood in her urine. A
urinalysis determined very
high amounts of bacteria and
white blood cells in her urine.
Lady has a severe urinary track
infection and received an
antibiotic and a de-wormer.
Her over grown nails were
trimmed as well. Lady’s heart

She is heart worm negative.
The skin scrape also
determined she was negative
for mange. The vet believes she
has a severe allergy to fleas
that has been neglected. She
was rescued by Home Fur-Ever
Animal Rescue.
TITI is a 2
½-year-old
Blue Persian
was taken by
Pound PalsTaylor for
medical care
after it was obvious she was
very ill. The vet determined
she has a extremely severe URI
and was infested with fleas,
had thin fur, was underweight
and missing her top front
teeth. With all of these issues
this girl has still been loving
and friendly. She is still in
need of rescue.
For more information or to
donate to the Pound Pals-Taylor,
click on their Facebook page
(Pound Pals of Taylor), email
poundpalstaylor@gmail.com or
write to Pound Pals-Taylor, PO
Box 1936, Taylor, MI, 48180.
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A prepaid funeral is a protected asset
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Contact Charles Gury
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“Adjust Your Life”
Dr. David Nester
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www.nesterchiropractic.com
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E-Mail: rick@rjperry.com

24542 Wick Road
Taylor, Michigan 48180
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Getting to Know

Taylor Golf

G

olf courses can be like close
friends. They never get old.
They are always in the back of
your mind. Wherever you go,
you find yourself turning back
to them. Just ask Kim Nester.
“I’ve been working for the
Taylor Golf and Recreation
Department on and off for the
past 13 years,” the assistant
food & beverages manager said
recently during the snowy offseason at the Lakes of Taylor
and Taylor Meadows golf
courses. “I’ve left the city
multiple times – college,
different jobs – but every time
I make my way back to my
hometown and find myself
back with the golf department
… it’s like my second family,

I think it by far offers the best
value when it comes to course,
layout and conditions, not only
Downriver, but in the state.”
Terry Jacoby
Freelance Professional Writer

my second home.”
Nester and the rest of the
Taylor Golf crew can get ready
for the heavy traffic to begin.
The two courses register
approximately 72,000 rounds
between them each season. As
the Taylor Golf Department
gets the two Arthur Hillsdesigned municipal courses
ready, the community gets
another chance to sit back and
appreciate the type of facilities
that were put into place
decades ago and have become
such a big part of life
Downriver.
And you don’t have to be
from Taylor to recognize the
value of the courses. Ask Terry
Jacoby, a former editor for

newspapers and magazines
across the country and now
freelance professional writer
who has spent tons of time
reviewing courses all over
Michigan.
“I played the Lakes last year
for the first time (in a long
time) and really likely how it
has grown up over the years,”
he said. “I played it early,
when it opened. The amazing
part for me is that (a course of
its type) is in Taylor. I know I
shouldn’t say that, but you’d
expect to see that type of
course (in a more affluent,
more heavily moneyed area of
Michigan). To me, the two
courses really changed Taylor’s
image. In fact, they helped
change the image of
Downriver. Lakes is as good a
public golf course as there is
in Southeastern Michigan.”
Jeff Dobek, the city’s
executive director of Golf,
Parks and Recreation, has the
sport in his blood. He is an
avid golfer and his brother
runs multiple golf courses on
the West Coast.
“The Lakes is a
championship course and has
held USGA qualifiers,” he said.
“It attracts avid golfers who
want a well-manicured and
challenging course at an
affordable rate. I think it by far
Golf continued on page 12
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A World Of Difference A Phone Call Away
Taylor Internal Medicine Associates
A Division of Millenium Medical Group South, P. C.

Viorel Lupu, M.D.

23300 Ecorse Road at Pardee - (313) 291-9500
Dr. Lupu and his staff welcome you and your family
for all of your medical needs
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
Our office features state-of-the-art medical services in a highly
competent, friendly and compassionate environment

- Board Certified in Internal Medicine Since 1995
- Staff Physician, Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center
- Staff Physician, Oakwood Heritage Hospital
- Served as Chief Medical Resident at Oakwood Hospital for 2 Consecutive Years
- Graduate of the University of Medicine Carol Davila in Bucharest, Romania

Dr. Viorel Lupu, M.D.

Golf continued from page 10

offers the best value when it comes to
course, layout and conditions, not only
Downriver, but in the state.”
Dobek points to a pair of holes golfers
love. He said No. 9, a long 513-yard Par 5
from the black tees and No. 17, a tricky
Par 3 over water, have been singled out by
numerous visitors as signature holes. On

No. 9, your tee shot has to carry a creek at
the 200 to 235-yard mark and avoid three
bunkers. The green has five traps on the
right and a downhill slope behind it. No.
17 is a 201-yard Par 3 from the blacks with
the green on a narrow peninsula with no
room to miss.
However, signature golf holes can be in
the eye of the beholder. Just ask Golf
Operations Manager Daryle Miller, a
former golfer at Truman High School.
“I like No. 18,” he said. “Every shot is
challenging. Off the tee there are bunkers
to the left and the lake on the right. If you
lay up, the lake is still in play on the right.
The (other) lake also comes into play near
the green on the left. The green slopes
toward it and has three bunkers and
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mounds to the right. (From there) it’s
almost impossible to get up and down.”
But “Taylor Golf” doesn’t just start and
end with the challenging Lakes. Instead, it
also offers Taylor Meadows … which can
be a very different experience. And it’s
meant to be.
“I prefer Meadows,” admitted Hank
Minckiewicz, sports editor of The NewsHerald Newspapers for over two decades
and an avid golfer. “It’s the opposite of
Lakes – not as challenging, but better for
the average golfer. It has quirky, short
holes, but I think that gives it its own
charm. The fact that two distinct golfing
choices are available within the
boundaries of one Downriver city is
remarkable.”
Minckiewicz’s quirky holes translate
into a fun course and a great experience
during large outings for Dobek.

“Meadows is a
fun course,” he
said. “Golf outings
enjoy the ability for
golfers to
communicate
between groups on
many different
holes on the
course. Great
course conditions
keep golfers
coming back year after year.”
Forgive Miller for breaking up all the
“fun” about Meadows – he has a
“nemesis” hole there, the Par 4 No. 9. It is
301 yards from the blue tees and tempts
players to drive the green over the water
on the dog leg right, which is just a 250-

yard carry. It’s tempting, but …
“I played Meadows all through high
school and the first few years I worked
here and was never able to par No. 9,”
Miller said. “It took me 10 years to par
that hole … it was the last hole that I got
a par on in all of Taylor golf.”
The Lakes of Taylor Golf Course and
Taylor Meadows offer much more than
just golf. Lakes has its Lake House Grille
overlooking the water, a perfect place to
end the day, and complete banquet
facilities that rank with any in the
Downriver region. There’s a large pro
shop and even a learning center to work
on your game. Meadows offers much of
the same on a smaller, cozier scale,
including off-season golf simulators that
were highly successful this winter. Also
included are banquet halls and complete
catering services for wedding, showers,
group events and
the like. To the
staff of Taylor Golf,
the facilities are
fueled by
teamwork and the
desires of the
customers.
“There can’t be
just one reason a
person loves their
job,” said Paula
Fisher, Operations
and Finance
Administrator for
the Taylor Golf
Department. “It
doesn’t take one
person to run these
golf courses or
restaurants, it takes
a team, and we
have a great team.
So many customers
come here not just
to play golf, but to
experience the atmosphere. Our
customers are our family.”
Weather permitting the courses will
open this month. For more information
on all of the facilities at Lakes of Taylor
and Taylor Meadows, visit www.taylorgolf.
com.
EXPLORE TAYLOR .com
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City Crime on the Decline

T

he Taylor Police Department has
officers can only do so much at times. We
physical police presence on the street
released its 2013 Major Crimes
rely heavily on the community. We can’t
works the best. If someone is looking to
Report and Police Chief Mary
be at every store to help stop a robbery,
rob a store, they are not going to go to a
Sclabassi noted that overall reported
but we can arm the business owners and
city that’s known for having frequent
crime in the city was down for the full
police patrols. They are going to go
their staff with tools and knowledge of
year, reflecting the national trends.
elsewhere.
proven robbery prevention tips. Our
Specifically, according to the report,
A big issue during last fall’s city election
officers do a great job of focusing on
property crime declined in all categories
campaign focused on staffing numbers in
geographical areas, where there might be
by double-digit numbers.
the TPD. Due to a large budget deficit,
a rash of robberies or home invasions, but
Property crime includes larcenies,
early retirements and the like, Taylor’s
we also need to harden the targets and
break-ins, stolen cars, etc.
staffing levels fell into the mid-60s range,
make them less desirable for criminals.”
But the report did not only trend
As Sclabassi admits, working closely
extremely low compared to other eras in
positively, according to the chief. “While
with businesses in Taylor is very
the department’s past and very low for
overall crime was down, my staff and I
important. But it is a proven fact that a
Downriver’s largest city with
further analyzed the statistics
2013 INCIDENT COMPARISON & MAJOR CRIME REPORT
and we found that while
property crimes were down,
VIOLENT CRIMES
the reported violent crimes
%
CRIME
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 2013 2012 Change
were up,” she said. “These are
homicides, robberies and
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
1
4
2
100
Homicide
sexual assaults. These violent
7
7
4
5
1
4 11 9
2
8 12 7 77 62 24.19
Robbery
crimes also are the most timeintensive calls for a patrol
7
9
9
8
8
6
3
7
4
5
4
3 73 64 14.06
CSC
officer to handle and for the
63 63 74 62 83 75 75 90 66 53 55 61 820 839 -2.26
Assault
detectives to investigate and
prosecute. So, while overall
78 79 87 75 92 85 90 106 72 66 72 72 974 967 .72
TOTALS
crime may be down, it’s our
PROPERTY CRIMES
job to really understand the
nature of the calls and
40 44 34 35 45 32 48 49 39 46 24 23 459 580 -20.86
Burglary
determine staffing and agency
58 54 51 75 75 75 74 61 51 52 61 67 754 915 -17.60
Larceny
response.”
While digesting the full
21 16 25 14 18 23 19 17 16 18 11 17 215 266 -19.17
UDAA
report and doing further
119 114 110 124 138 130 141 127 106 116 96 107 14281761 -18.90
TOTALS
research, Sclabassi and her
police administrative team
DRUG CRIMES
have targeted certain areas for
22 18 25 25 19 25 17 22 15 30 21 18 257 259 -.77
VPHC
improvement.
“In terms of robberies, I
1
4
3
1
1
1
3
0
2
2
4
2 24 28 -14.29
Equipment
want to reach out to our
23 22 28 26 20 26 20 22 17 32 25 20 281 287 -2.09
TOTALS
businesses and provide crime
prevention guidelines for
220 215 225 225 250 241 251 255 195 214 193 199 26833015 -11.01
TOTALS
them,” she said. “We as police
Crime continued on page 16
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Crime continued from page 14

approximately 60,000 residents. Since
November, six officers have been added to
the department and more will be hired in
the future.
“(Increased staffing has) been found to
reduce crime,” Sclabassi said. “Although it
is not specifically correlated to what we
are seeing today in state and nationwide
crime statistics, increased number of
police was found to be one of the top
three reasons we experienced a similar
crime trend in the 1990s.
“Staffing
levels have had a
positive effect on
police services
when it comes to
crime. From
1960 to 1985,
the number of
police officers
fell more than
50 percent
relative to the number of crimes. This 50
percent reduction in police officers
translated into an almost equal decrease
in the chance that a crook would be
caught. I expect if studies were conducted
today, we would see a positive correlation
of police staffing and crime trends.”
The chief quickly pointed to crime
statistics for the entire State of Michigan
2012. Crimes against people were down
0.008 percent and crimes against property
down 0.47 percent – but the stats showed
an increase in crime against society (6.3
percent). How do Taylor’s 2013 statistics
stand up against comparable cities like
Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, Redford or
Westland? For all reported crimes, it stood
slightly below average, with Taylor (5,939)
behind Dearborn (9,162) and Westland
(8,008) but ahead of Dearborn Heights
(3,996) and Redford (3,935).
Sclabassi said that when the Taylor
Police Department first began
experiencing budget cuts about three
years ago, the command staff developed a
forecasted staffing plan, recognizing that
actual numbers may never return to the
levels that were at during the 1990s.
When Mayor Rick Sollars took office in
November, the chief provided him with a
four-year strategic plan that outlined
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short- and longterm goals of
the
department,
which included
hiring new
officers if the
budget
permitted.
Should the
situation allow
Sclabassi would
focus on
staffing patrol platoons, investigative
services, traffic and a special operations
bureau.
“Those things won’t happen overnight,
but I’m confident they will happen,” she
said. Part of that strategic plan would
include “Neighborhood Liaisons”
entailing police supervisors acting as a
liaison with specific regions of the city.
That liaison would have working
knowledge of the neighborhood as issues
arise. The liaison could better inform shift
patrols – and maybe even expand the
information lines out to the Building
Department or Ordinance Officers
working on issues in specific geographical
locations in the community.
Despite the lack of staffing, the chief
pointed out that officers have done a great
job. “It’s been difficult, (but) everyone
officer has done a great job of taking on
more,” she said. “This is a stressful job to
being with and this scenario can increase
a burnout rate. I
crime
want to be able to
help them see the
light at the end of
2009
the tunnel.”
Juggling heavy
2010
demands and small
numbers can be
difficult. “This is a
2011
service business,”
the chief said.
“With proper
2012
staffing, we can
attend to the needs
of the city more
2013
effectively and
efficiently. When
0
500
we lowered

staffing levels, we tried enhancing our
technology to provide more support for
the officer on the street. More and more,
we’re using data and statistics and crime
mapping … to direct our staff where they
are most needed.”
Can the Taylor Auxiliary Police
Department help fill the void? “They are
good at what they do – house checks,
patrolling parks, assisting traffic control,
etc.” Sclabassi said. “Their role is to serve
as eyes and ears. I am currently looking at
having them play a bigger role in parking
enforcement. (The department) was taken
aback by the number of residents who
didn’t move their vehicles during the
snow emergencies in December and
January. Our regular officers are tied up
handling calls … next winter, we’re going
to send a message that (snow emergency
parking violations are) not going to be
tolerated and I’d like to use the auxiliaries
to help with that.”

property crime
violent crime
drug crime

1000

1500

2000

2500

EXPLORE TAYLOR .com

3000

Project and Property Manager for the City of Taylor for The Villages of
Taylor and The Commons Senior apartments since 1998

320 N. Main St., Suite 200 • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734.769.8520 ext. 265 • aberiz@mckinley.com
www.mckinley.com

Founded in 1968 and headquartered in Ann
Arbor, McKinley is a leading owner and manager
of multifamily real estate. Currently ranked #37
in the NMHC Top 50 list of national apartment
management companies, McKinley owns and
manages more 33,000 units throughout 25
states. McKinley specializes in solving complex
real estate problems for its own portfolio, as well
as a select clientele of institutional investors,
private equity clients and special servicers.
McKinley is a member of the National Housing
Council (NMHC) and is recognized by the
Institute of Real Estate Management (IREM) as an
Accredited Management Organization (AMO).

15150 Park Village Boulevard • Taylor, MI 48180 • 734-942-0180

The Parks features 2 and 3 bedroom townhome where you
can enjoy an affordable, quality living experience! The Parks
has a unique charm of its own with beautiful landscaping and
amenities designed with you in mind. Providing activities for
all ages including a resident clubhouse with a full kitchen,
children’s tot lots, dog park, and swimming pool you will
experience a premier service environment.

Since 1997, Taylor based HealthLink Medical
Transportation has been providing quality
emergency and other medical services to the
residents of Taylor and Wayne County, often
as an unsubsidized community service. Our
crews are trained to provide the highest
quality of emergency care, and we are proud
to be accredited by the Commission for
Accreditation of Ambulance Services.

the students are given a chance to explore an
ambulance, learn about the potential hazards
while walking to school, and earn Jr. EMT
Badges. Heritage Park’s festivals, concerts,
and sporting events are also served by
HealthLink. In fact, our local athletes in
Taylor are given the same level of care that
the Detroit Lions receive from HealthLink
during home games at Ford Field.

At HealthLink we enjoy staying active in the
communities we serve. Annually we host a
safety camp for local children, teaching them
how to react in an emergency and basic first
aid techniques. This all day event brings
local police, fire departments, and ems
personnel together with interactive events,
food, beverages, and informative fun for the
family.

Outside of medical services, HealthLink also
volunteers the time of its crew for various
community initiatives. Most recently,
HealthLink is preparing a volunteer shift
dedicated to assisting the Fish & Loaves
Community Food Pantry with their mission to
end hunger in the downriver area.

Additionally HealthLink is also active in our
schools, festivals, and sporting events. At
Meyers elementary HealthLink participates in
its “Safe Route to School” program, where

To learn more about HealthLink and the
community services we provide, please visit
our website at: www.HealthLinkEMS.org
HealthLink is a not-for-profit joint venture partnership
between Oakwood Healthcare and Community EMS,
serving Taylor and our local Downriver communities.

Superintendent Talk
The 2013-2014 school year continues to
be filled with enriching opportunities for
our students. Here are just a few of them.
Taylor Parks Elementary School received
a $500 gift card from Target to buy new
library books through “First Books.”
Myers Elementary School pupils
participate in a “lane change” program
that enhances learning in reading and
math.
Loom for Love is a special Student Council project at McDowell Elementary
School. Students make bracelets for patients at Mott Children’s Hospital.
Children at Kinyon Elementary School are participating in the Jump Rope for
Heart program.
Randall Elementary School pupils and parents recently enjoyed a Family
Engineering Night.
Everyone at Holland Elementary
School has been enjoying healthier
lifestyles because of a Building
Healthy Communities grant.
Eureka Heights Elementary School
pupils enjoy many incentives for
making positive choices.
Pirates will invade Blair Moody
Elementary School in March
through special theme activities.
Sixth Grade Academy students are
staying after school for an “Art &
Prevention” program sponsored by
The Taylor Teen Health Center.
Hoover Middle School students are “Standing Up & Stepping Up” against bullying
because of a new program there.
Kennedy High School JROTC cadets are
preparing for their next meet.
Twenty-six DECA students at Truman
High School have qualified for the state
competition.
The Clarence Randall Players are writing
a new play that they will perform this
spring.
Titan Alternative School students are
involved in monthly community service
projects. They have visited the senior center, Gleaners, Holland Elementary
School, Hadassah House and the Penrickton Center for Blind Children.
The National Junior Honor Society students at West Middle School have collected
a trunk load of supplies to help shelter dogs and are preparing for the annual
Relay For Life.
Holland Elementary School pupils adopted a fox through the World Wildlife
Federation.
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I am pleased to say that the Taylor School District
is continuing to make progress toward positive
change. There are wonderful things happening in
every school everyday. Check out “Talking Taylor
Schools’ on The News Herald Newspapers’ Blog
Center and on our Website home page. New posts
are added each day, which help to tell our story.
Our students deserve the best and we are focusing
our efforts on insuring that they have it. Taylor
Schools are on the move.”

Diane Allen,
Superintendent
As we pass the mid-year point of the 2013-14
school year our administrators, teachers and
students are focused on the benchmarks specified
in the curriculum-pacing charts for each class of
students. With so many snow and cold weather
days, daily focus has intensified. I smile as I think
of my school and classroom observations in the
last three weeks – our student body never noticed
my visit because they were so intent on the work
at hand! Thank you to parents who support our
educational efforts in school. You are raising
wonderful children.”

Teresa Winnie,
Assistant Superintendent
There is positive news on the finance front. Our
amended Deficit Elimination Plan was submitted
to the State of Michigan on January 21. The
numbers show that we expect to be out of the
deficit by June 30, 2015. We have a wonderful
group of people who have worked hard to help
bring the Taylor School District out of these
difficult times.”

Shawn Stirling,
Chief Financial Officer
The Human Resources Department is looking for
motivated and energetic people who would be
willing to work on a part-time basis as a substitute
in the following areas: teachers, cooks,
maintenance, bus drivers, secretaries and lay
personnel. If you are interested in working as a
substitute in one of these areas, contact the Taylor
School District at (734) 374-1200 and ask for the
Human Resources Department.”

Patricia DeLaTorre,
Executive Director for Human Resources

www.taylorschools.net

Taylor Music Students Receive High Marks at
Solo and Ensemble Festival

Taylor Public School Foundation Awards
Mini-Grants

The hard work of
the Taylor School
District’s secondary
music students and
teachers was
rewarded during
participation in The
Michigan School
Vocal Music and
Band and Orchestra
Associations’ Solo and Ensemble Festival.
Here are some results:
West Middle School vocal soloist Gabe Hubbard received
the only superior rating given at the event. Band students
received 10 superior ratings, 11 excellent ratings and one
good rating.
All Hoover Middle School vocal students received an
excellent rating. Of the 56 band students, 42 received the
highest rating.
Kennedy High School band students received superior
ratings and will participate in the state event.
The Truman High School band participated in nine events,
with one moving to the state level and seven others
receiving excellent ratings.
Congratulations to the West, Hoover, Truman and Kennedy
music departments.

The Taylor Public School Foundation for Educational
Excellence awarded several mini-grants to supplement funding
for several student programs.
Mini-grant winners included the following:
The Clarence Randall Players received a grant for $1,000 to
support students who participate in the ELA after school
enrichment program. The funding will be used in a variety
of ways.
Hoover Middle School was awarded $3,350 for the
purchase of Vibraphone for the band and instrumental
music programs.
Truman High School was awarded $1,000 for the fine arts
program to purchase equipment for teaching students how
to create clay tile murals.
The Sixth Grade Academy was awarded $925 to create a
“Wall of Art” project.
Blair Moody Elementary was awarded $1,425 to support
the music department.
All mini-grants were made possible by the Foundation’s many
fundraising activities. The Foundation is a non-profit,
independent organization of parents and community and
business leaders committed to enriching the educational
environment of the Taylor School District. The Foundation’s
mission is to generate, manage and distribute financial and other
resources to the Taylor Public Schools for the purpose of
assisting and supplementing district programs and projects
designed to enhance the quality of education.

Taylor Virtual Learning Academy

District Moves Toward Accreditation

As the program grows, so does
student success. Since it’s
inception in the fall of 2012,
TVLA has grown to 253 students.
To date 30 students have
completed enough course work to
graduate. The district is pleased
to be able to offer this type of
learning opportunity. Our project
manager and mentors are a group
of highly qualified teachers who bring a special expertise to this
unique program.
Classes online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Advanced Placement courses available.
Mentor face-to-face consultations and help.
Guidance counseling and social work services are available.
Call (313) 295-5757 Ext. 12815

Raising standards
has been a goal of
Diane Allen’s since
she took over as
Superintendent of
Schools. The
district is well on its
way. Having
attained candidacy
status last spring with NCA AdvancED, every school is working
on documentation to complete the process and receive
accreditation. The district must meet high standards in
numerous areas such as purpose, values, beliefs, leadership,
curriculum, instruction, assessment and resources. Principals
are working closely with the School Improvement and
Curriculum Departments in preparation for an external review
sometime during the 2014-15 school year.
TAYLOR TODAY
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Board of Education
President
Deborah Stellini

www.taylorschools.net

Vice President

Our Mission Statement

Bobby Masters

The Taylor School District’s mission is to
maximize the talents and abilities of all.

Secretary
Ron Miller

Our Vision Statement

Treasurer

Taylor School District is a safe, supportive
learning environment where all stakeholders
(parents, board members, community members,
and all staff) work collaboratively to make
students their first priority and insure that
failure is not an option.

Our Strategic Goals
Improve student achievement at all levels in
the district.
Develop a comprehensive staff development
plan which includes targeted professional
development, and an evaluation process that
becomes a tool to enhance teaching and
learning.
Develop a comprehensive communication
and community engagement plan for all
stakeholders (parents, board members,
community members and all staff).
Ensure financial stability.
The Board will actively work on their
governance role and board development
strategies

Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Taylor School District does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital
status, handicap, or disability in any of its
programs or activities. The following persons
have been designated to handle inquiries
regarding nondiscrimination policies:
Inquiries by students and/or their parents/
guardians related to discrimination on the
basis of disability/handicap should be
directed to the Managing Director of Special
Education, Taylor School District, 23033
Northline Road, Taylor, MI 48180 (734) 3741200.
All other inquiries related to discrimination
should be directed to the Executive Director
for Human Resources/Labor Relations and
Employee Benefits, Taylor School District,
23033 Northline Road, Taylor, MI 48180
(734) 374-1200.

Norm Stachulski
Trustees
Nancy Myers
Linda Newsome
John Reilly
The Taylor Board of Education meets at 6 p.m.
on the second and fourth Monday of every
month in the Board of Education Building.

Taylor School District
23033 Northline Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180
734-374-1200

Elementary Schools
Eureka Heights:

(734) 946-6597

Holland:

(313) 295-5795

Kinyon:

(313) 295-5802

McDowell:

(734) 374-1240

Moody:

(313) 295-5807

Myers:

(734) 946-6602

Randall:

(313) 295-5812

Taylor Parks:

(734) 374-1246

6th Grade Academy:

(734) 374-1227

Middle Schools
Hoover:

(313) 295-5775

West:

(313) 295-5783

High Schools
Kennedy:

(734) 374-1229

Truman:

(734) 946-6551

Education Centers
Career Center:

(313) 295-5757

Taylor Preschool:

(313) 295-8362

TITAN Program:

(313) 295-5738

TVLA:

(313) 295 -5757 ext 12815

TAYLOR AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
Heritage Free Will
Baptist ChurCh
“A Church For Your Family”

Times of Service

Zion Baptist Church
Christ Centered & Word-Driven

sunday school 10:00 a.m.
sunday Morning service 11:00 a.m.
sunday Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening service 7:00 p.m.

8500 Pardee ^ Taylor, MI

313-291-3128

Mark TackeTT, Pastor

12670 pardee • taylor, Mi 48180 • (734)287-8214

ziontaylor.org

WEDNESDAY
Greater Grace Temple-Taylor
Midweek Prayer & Study Hour - 7:00 pm

SUNDAY
Sunday school / Ladies Class / Pastor’s Class - 9:45 am
Morning Worship / Children’s Church - 11:00 am

Youth Group(during school year) - 7:00-8:05 pm

Greater Grace Temple-Taylor
Bishop Gary and Lady Pamela Harper •www.ggtoghm.org • 313-295-4472

Greater Grace Temple-Taylor
24111 Koths St., Taylor, MI 48180

Sunday Bible School - 9:15 AM
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Class • Wed., 11:00 AM & 7:00 PM

Bishop Gary and Lady Pamela Harper •www.ggtoghm.org • 313-295-4472

Greater Grace Temple-Taylor
24111 Koths St., Taylor, MI 48180

A church united for
the cause of Christ!
A church united for
the cause of Christ!

Loving Jesus is our style

Sunday Bible School - 9:15 AM HeritageChurch_Winter2013_R1.indd 1
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Helping others is our
Bible Class • Wed., 11:00 AM & 7:00 PM

Greater Grace Temple-Taylor Women’s Ministry

2/19/1

goal. To get involved
contact us today!

Women’s Retreat
April 25 & 26, 2014

Greater “Holy
GraceWomen
Temple-Taylor
Women’sand
Ministry
of God: Armed
Dangerous”

Women’s Retreat

Registration: $75.00
— Both days $75.00 or Saturday only $75.00 —
April 25 & 26, 2014
Incl: Registration materials and all meals
“Holy
of God:
Call for
moreWomen
info: 313-295-4472•Deadline:
April 11, 2014
Location: Detroit MetroRegistration:
Airport Marriott•30559
Flynn
Dr.,
Romulus,
MI 48174
$75.00
— Both days $75.00 or Saturday only $75.00 —
Incl: Registration materials and all meals
Call for more
313-295-4472•Deadline:
April 11, 2014
advertise
ininfo:the
church directory,

gina@jesusink.info
313-424-0190
www.jesusink.info

Armed and Dangerous”

To
Location: Detroit Metro Airport Marriott•30559 Flynn Dr., Romulus, MI 48174
Hello Gina, please
contact our sales staff at

866-822-0101

Any questions, please feel free to contact me at 734-368-6728 or
lynneshivers@yahoo.com
Hello Gina,

Church of God of Prophecy
23233 Wick Rd. - Taylor, MI 48180

Chris and Sara Weathers
Lead Pastor

Office 313-299-8985 • Website www.hwccogop.org

Welcome to a place of new beginnings.

Sponsored by the Taylor Police Department

Taylor on Watch
Town Hall Meetings Scheduled in an Effort to Educate Public, Cut Crime

T

he Taylor Police
Department, in an
effort to engage the
community in crime
prevention efforts, is starting a
Taylor on Watch program,
which will involve town hall
meetings and educational
crime-fighting tips. The
program will begin with the
first of four town hall-type
meetings, this one set for 6
p.m. on Wednesday, April 23,
in the City Council Chamber
of City Hall, 23555 Goddard
Road, near Telegraph.
The meeting will be focused
on residents living within the

We are constantly aided by what concerned
residents see and hear. And, given the proper
education in what to look for, they can make
their own neighborhoods safer.”
Mary Sclabassi
Taylor Police Chief
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region bordered by Goddard
Road on the north; Telegraph
on the east; Pennsylvania on
the south; and Inkster on the
west. Three other meetings
will follow in June, September
and November. The meetings
are free and open to the
public, even if they do not live
within those borders.
“There was a lot of
discussion about neighborhood
watch activity last fall,” Mayor
Rick Sollars said. “After
meeting with officials from the
Taylor Police Department and
Auxiliary Police, we came to
the conclusion that a good
starting point for a ‘good
neighbor’ or ‘safe and secure’
type program would be town
hall meetings involving law
enforcement experts and our
residents. We can all sit down,
hear about best practices when
it comes to neighborhood
safety efforts, and also share
concerns about specific parts
of our city.”
Police Chief Mary Sclabassi
agreed, stating that this type of
program can be very
informative and
prescheduled town
meetings focusing
on various regions of
the city could prove
very productive for
both residents and law
enforcement officials.
Depending on results from
these meetings, Chief
Sclabassi said that additional
– and more specific –
meetings could be scheduled,
both this year and in the
future.

“The police cannot be
everywhere, all the time,” she
said. “We need eyes and ears in
the community. We are
constantly aided by what
concerned residents see and
hear. And, given the proper
education in what to look for,
they can make their own
neighborhoods safer. It’s all a
learning process.”
That first meeting will
focus on residents and issues
in the region bordered by
Goddard Road on the north;
Telegraph on the east;
Pennsylvania on the south; and
Inkster on the west. Three
other meetings are scheduled
in 2014:
6 p.m. Wednesday, June
25, for residents living in
the region bordered by
Van Born on the north;
Telegraph on the east;
Goddard on the south;
and Inkster on the west
6 p.m. Wednesday,
September 24, for
residents living in the
region bordered by Van
Born on the north;
Pelham on the east;
Goddard on the south;
and Telegraph on the west
6 p.m. Wednesday,
November 19, for
residents living in the
region bordered by
Goddard on the north;
Allen on the east;
Pennsylvania on the
south; and Telegraph on
the west
For more information,
contact the Taylor Police
Department at (734) 287-6611.
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UAW REGION 1A
UAW Region 1A Social Justice In Action!

UAW members rally for Jobs,
Peace, and Justice!-Lansing, MI

Our social conscience drives our actions to fight for social justice. It is the responsibility of
all Americans, from all walks of life, to become involved in making America a better
country. The great freedoms we enjoy, living in the greatest country in the world, requires us
to be forever vigilant and grateful.
No matter if you’re a soldier, teacher, scientist, lawyer, banker, parent, student, laborer,
mayor, cook, janitor, minister, police officer, doctor, artist, mechanic or President of the
United States, we must answer the call to social activism.

The Region 1A Honor Guard is
comprised of members who have
served in our armed forces. As
part of our Veterans’ Council
they make appearances at public
gatherings, hospitals and
schools.

The Region’s Young Workers
Council’s annual feeding the
homeless event- Detroit, MI

The foundation of our strength, in this righteous cause, is “we hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created equal.” It is a belief that an injustice to one is an injustice to
all. We are America!
Rory L. Gamble, Director
UAW Region 1A

9650 South Telegraph Road • Taylor, MI • 48180 • (313) 291-2750
opeiu494

City of Taylor
23555 Goddard Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180
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